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Introduction:

I was fascinated with the little black bag that he would carry. I was sure that it held a million secrets, and a needle and a syringe with my name on it. My mother didn’t help because she believed a shot could cure anything. After checking my ears and throat and listening to my heart and lungs he would tell me to roll over on my stomach. I knew what that meant; it wouldn’t be too long from now that I would be experiencing some pain originating from where I usually sit. And what I just experienced as a young boy was called “the house call”. Doctors seldom make them anymore.

But when I was growing up, doctors did made house calls. Think about it, it doesn’t make a whole lot of sense the way doctors treat us nowadays. You are sick; you got to get up and get out of bed, get dressed, drive to the doctor’s office, and then sit in a waiting room with a whole bunch of other sick folks for a long time. You finally get into the doctor’s back office; he pronounces that you are indeed sick; prescribes you some medicine and tells you to go home and get back in bed. Doesn’t the doctor know that you wouldn’t have gotten out of bed, if he still made house calls?

Well, in our passage of Scripture today, Jesus as the Great Physician still makes house calls. And what I want us to see today is what we can learn when Jesus makes that house call to Jarius’ home. Just maybe we need a house call from Jesus at our home today.

Body:

The Great Physician still makes house calls when I get desperate enough to seek Him out.
Mark 5:22-23 (NIV) 

22 Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jarius, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet 

23 and pleaded earnestly with him, "My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live." 

You will notice that the words and actions of Jarius reveal how desperate this man has become. He falls at Jesus’ feet; his little girl is dying and he begs Jesus to come with Him and touch his daughter and heal her. Let me tell you those are the words and actions of a desperate man.

Jarius was a prominent man. He was ruler of the synagogue. He organized the programs at the synagogue. He would have been a well known and well respected man in his community. It tells me that sometime in everybody’s life desperation will come. It does not matter if you are rich or poor; it doesn’t matter if the color of your skin is black or the color of your skin is white. It doesn’t matter what side of the train tracks you were raised on; it doesn’t matter if you live in the most run down shack or the finest mansion in Pike County. Desperation has no place it can not go. Desperation can get into your house, my house or even the White House. Desperation knows no boundary.

If there is anything good about desperation, it is that it causes some of us to call upon the Great Physician to make a house call.  Jarius’ desperation caused him to call upon the Great Physician.  Has your desperation caused you to call upon the Great Physician?
The Great Physician when He makes a house call not only heals the sick but teaches the well something in the process.  

Mark 5:24 (NIV) 

24 So Jesus went with him. A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 

Mark 5:35 (NIV) 

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jarius, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," they said. "Why bother the teacher any more?" 

Think how it would be for you if you were Jarius. You begged Jesus to come heal you daughter; He agrees but the large crowd around Jesus has slowed you and Him down. Then a woman touches Jesus’ clothes and He stops to find out who it is and then he engages in a conversation with the woman. All the time you are thinking to yourself that precious time is slipping by. Tick! Tick! Tick! And we are no closer to getting home. With each passing moment, my daughter is getting sicker and sicker and we are stuck not moving. Can’t we get moving?

I’m sure to say the very least Jarius was experiencing some frustrations. But Jesus was teaching Jarius something through his frustration. Jarius didn’t need the healing for himself but he needed to learn what Jesus was intending to teach him. And the lesson was very simple: my deadlines are not God’s deadlines. 

We think God’s got to work in our time frame. We might have something happening in our life and know that there is a deadline coming and we are counting on Jesus to come through. We start praying more, we read our Bible more than normal, and we attend church more regularly in hopes that God will answer our prayer. But the deadline passes, and it seems that Jesus is no where to be found. What does that tell us?  It might just tell us that our deadlines don’t necessarily have to be God’s deadline.   

Don’t underestimate God. He is in control even when He does not answer our problem on our time table. Jesus taught Jarius that He was in control even when it was not on Jarius’ timetable. God’s delays do not have to be God’s denials. 

The Great Physician seems always to be challenged by those who think they know more.
Mark 5:35-36 (NIV) 

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jarius, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," they said. "Why bother the teacher any more?" 

36 Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afraid; just believe." 

There will always be people who will tell you that Jesus can’t fix your problem or Jesus won’t fix your problem. The devil will also try to get into your head that Jesus is not even interested in your problem.

In our Scripture, these people run up to Jarius, they may be well meaning, but they tell Jarius why bother the teacher anymore. And what they were saying is that there is nothing He can do to solve the problem now.

Let me tell you something, if you believe in the Great Physician, there are no hopeless cases. That family member, who salvation has not yet happened despite your many hours of pray, you don’t give up hope because that Great Physician can bring it about. Don’t give up hope on that family member who is hooked on drugs because the Great Physician can take that desire away and fill him with God’s love. That marriage that is struggling, don’t give up hope, because if you invite the Great Physician in, He can fix that struggling marriage. Don’t give up hope on that child that seems to ignore everything you say and live like the world lives because one day the Great Physician can touch him and bring him back into the faith.

You will know that the Great Physician has made a house call because the first thing that disappears is the confusion.
Mark 5:37-40 (NIV) 

37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 

38 When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 

39 He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." 

40 But they laughed at him. After he put them all out...

It says when Jesus arrived there was a whole bunch of confusion. Jesus Himself describes it as “commotion and wailing.”  And the first thing He does when He gets to the house is not healing the young girl but getting rid of the confusion. It says that He put them all out of the house. In other words, He restored that house to calm.

If the Great Physician hasn’t made a house call to your home you will know because your house will be full of confusion and turmoil. The first thing that He will do is restore your house to calm. There are houses I walk in, your houses; I know that the Great Physician hasn’t made a house call in a long time. I know because I can sense the confusion and turmoil. Now I am not talking about the confusion and turmoil that comes with kids. No, I am talking about the confusion and turmoil that comes between adults. You know the kind of confusion and turmoil that I am talking about.

The Great Physician will meet you today right where you are. You don’t have to go to Him; He will come to you.
Mark 5:40 (NIV) 

40 But they laughed at him. After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 

Notice Jesus after He enters the house doesn’t tell the parents to bring your child to me. He doesn’t tell the dad to go pick up your child and bring her to Me. Instead, Jesus goes to where that child is lying. And the point that Jesus is making is that I will come to you. 

Today, for whatever reason, we might not have the strength to get ourselves to Jesus. The Good News is that Jesus will come to you. In a few moments, some of you may be able to make your way to the altar to meet with the Great Physician. But there may be somebody here who can’t. But if you are desperate enough call out to Him and He will come to you right where you are.

Sometimes we think we have to clean ourselves up before we can meet with Jesus. No, Jesus will meet you right where you are if you will let Him.

You will know the Great Physician has made a house call because nothing will ever be the same.
Mark 5:41-43 (NIV) 

41 He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!"). 

42 Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 

43 He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

Because Jesus came to this household this household will never be the same. Do you think that the girl’s mother and father will ever see her daughter in the same way as they did before? I doubt it. Ever time they see her they will remember it was God who has her back to them. They will have a great appreciation for their daughter than they had before.

What about the young girl? Isn’t her life changed forever? I am sure that it crossed her mind a thousand times what special plan does God have for my life.   

The point is quite simple: if the Great Physician makes a house call, your house will never be the same.

Conclusion:
Today, someone here desperately needs a House Call from the Great Physician. Like Jarius will you come find Jesus and invite him to your home? He is here at the altar waiting for you. Will you come? Will you come invite Him to your home? Will you tell Him you need a House Call?
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