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Introduction:

I call this chapter the conditional chapter of Leviticus. The whole chapter is based upon if…then conditional clauses. God is telling the people of Israel if you do what I ask you to dos then I will do this for you. If you do the opposite of what I ask you to do then this is what you are to expect.
Some people would say that these conditional statements apply only to Israel because God in the New Testament bless us unconditionally. That is true God does love me unconditionally but I can not ignore that there are some conditional statement in the New Testament.

Galatians 6:7-8 (NIV) 
7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 
8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

Hebrews 12:7-8 (NIV) 
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 
8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 

True we are not under the blessing and curses like the Jews of the Old Testament were.  But there is enough evidence to say that blessing and curses still exist in some measure.

1. We have the chastening hand of God when we do wrong like a loving parent.


2. Nor can we deny the cause and effect nature of sin in our world. Sin often carries with it its own curse.


3. We can not fool God; don’t expect much from God when you sow little.

Based upon these reasons I believe that it is good that we study these ordinance and guidelines because they do have some relevance to Christians today.

Body:
IF I DO WHAT GOD ASKS, THEN GOD WILL BLESS.

Leviticus 26:1-3 (NIV) 
1 "'Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred stone for yourselves, and do not place a carved stone in your land to bow down before it. I am the LORD your God. 
2 "'Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence for my sanctuary. I am the LORD. 
3 "'If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, 

A.  Man has an idolatrous heart- the word here means “nothing”. It is that nothing thing in your life that gets your devotion that should be reserved for God.
B. God has a jealousy for us that is not focus on Him but is focused on what is best for us. Three reasons:

Psalms 115:2-8 (NIV) 
2 Why do the nations say, "Where is their God?" 
3 Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him. 
4 But their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. 
5 They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but they cannot see; 
6 they have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but they cannot smell; 
7 they have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but they cannot walk; nor can they utter a sound with their throats. 
8 Those who make them will be like them and so will all who trust in them. 
1. Look at verse 8- You become like what you are worshipping. 
Sports Fans- start wearing hats then they get a jacket, start knowing the stats, season tickets and then you see them on TV with no shirt painted in their team colors.

Motorcyclist- First they get the bike then they get decals on them like on their bike then they get the leather jackets like the leather on the bike then they get the chains that hang around their waist and then they get the black glasses and lo and behold they start looking like their bike cycles.

People who worship money- all of a sudden that that getting these big gold chains that hang from their neck then you see gold all over their finger and then they start driving the most expensive vehicle.

All three cases they start looking like what they worship. If you worship God you will become like God.

Jeremiah 2:11-13 (NIV) 
11 Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at all.) But my people have exchanged their Glory for worthless idols. 
12 Be appalled at this, O heavens, and shudder with great horror," declares the LORD. 
13 "My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 

2. Look at verse 13- Worship of idols will never bring satisfaction. The idols tell us to keep worshipping us and that you will find satisfaction- but you never will.
3. You will not find what you need and when the day of troubles comes.
Look at what God says about this. You will not find what you need and then when you really need help you run to me and expect me to come through for you.
Jeremiah 2:27 (NIV) 
27 They say to wood, 'You are my father,' and to stone, 'You gave me birth.' They have turned their backs to me and not their faces; yet when they are in trouble, they say, 'Come and save us!' 

C.  We are to reverence. The Bible tells us that there are only three things that we are to reverence.
1. Wives are to reverence their husbands.

Ephesians 5:33 (KJV) 
33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband. 

2. We are to reverence God.
Psalms 89:7 (KJV) 
7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him. 

3. We are to reverence His Sanctuary.  In the Old Testament, the Sanctuary was a building but in the New Testament it is a person.
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (NIV) 
16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? 
17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple. 

GOD WILL BLESS US SIX WAYS
1. I will be your Jehovah Jirah- Your God of Provisions.

Leviticus 26:4-5 (NIV) 
4 I will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit. 
5 Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food you want and live in safety in your land. 

2. I will be your Jehovah Shalom- your God of Peace.

Leviticus 26:6 (NIV) 
6 "'I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you afraid. I will remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through your country. 

3. I will be your God of Protection.

Leviticus 26:7 (NIV) 
7 You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. 

4. I will be your God of power.

Leviticus 26:8 (NIV) 
8 Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you. 

5. I will be your God of prosperity.

Leviticus 26:9-10 (NIV) 
9 "'I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your numbers, and I will keep my covenant with you. 
10 You will still be eating last year's harvest when you will have to move it out to make room for the new. 

6. My presence will be with you.
Leviticus 26:11-13 (NIV) 
11 I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. 
12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people. 
13 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high. 

IF I DON’T DO WHAT GOD ASKS, THEN GOD WILL CURSE.

1. There is a progression to God’s punishment. Strong discipline and strong deterrent  might change their heart.
A. First Step

Leviticus 26:14 (NIV) 
14 "'But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, 

Leviticus 26:16 (NIV) 
16 then I will do this to you:
B. Second Step  
Leviticus 26:18 (NIV) 
18 "'If after all this you will not listen to me, I will punish you for your sins seven times over. 

C. Third Step

Leviticus 26:21 (NIV) 
21 "'If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions seven times over, as your sins deserve. 

D. Fourth Step
Leviticus 26:23-24 (NIV) 
23 "'If in spite of these things you do not accept my correction but continue to be hostile toward me, 
24 I myself will be hostile toward you and will afflict you for your sins seven times over. 

E. Step Five

Leviticus 26:27 (NIV) 
27 "'If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but continue to be hostile toward me, 

The Blessing of Repentance

Leviticus 26:40-45 (NIV) 
40 "'But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their fathers--their treachery against me and their hostility toward me, 
41 which made me hostile toward them so that I sent them into the land of their enemies--then when their uncircumcised hearts are humbled and they pay for their sin, 
42 I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land. 
43 For the land will be deserted by them and will enjoy its sabbaths while it lies desolate without them. They will pay for their sins because they rejected my laws and abhorred my decrees. 
44 Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy them completely, breaking my covenant with them. I am the LORD their God. 
45 But for their sake I will remember the covenant with their ancestors whom I brought out of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their God. I am the LORD.'" 

Laws and ordinances were not yokes. Later on the people would call them the burdens of the Lord or their yoke of slavery but they were anything but rather they were precious promises. 
Leviticus 26:46 (NIV) 
46 These are the decrees, the laws and the regulations that the LORD established on Mount Sinai between himself and the Israelites through Moses. 
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