In Spite of My Past, God Can…
Genesis 39 
Dr. Dave M. Hartson

Bala Chitto Baptist Church

April 23, 2006

Introduction:

In the 16th century Thomas Heyword wrote: O God! O God!  That it were possible to undo things done; to call back yesterday! That time could turn up its swift hour glass to undo the days, and to redeem the hours.

What Heyword wrote I am sure describes what everyone has felt at some point in their life. Adam and Eve as they were hiding from God in the Garden I am sure wished they could turn back time. Those people perishing in the floods during Noah’s day wished they could turn back time and heed the message that Noah preached to them. I am sure that Lot’s wife wished that she could turn back time and heed the warning that angels gave her as they fled from Sodom.

However, we know we can not change yesterday. Yesterday has become history. The past whether it is good or whether it is bad is forever fixed. For some of us in this room that past is really painful.
It is full of hurts; it is full of words that have been said that have injured our very souls; it is full of actions that we wish could be taken back; it is full of so much guilt and regret because of missed opportunities. But in our heart, we know that yesterday is history and there is nothing that we do about it.
But that is not the end of the story if we know God. God gives us hope that we can overcome our past. He teaches us about Joseph; a man who had a painful past. He was loved by his father but was hated by his brother because he was daddy’s favorite; he was thrown into a pit and left there until his brothers finally decided to sell him into slavery. 

God uses Joseph to save the Jewish people during the time of a great famine and God used Joseph teach you and me that regardless of what happened in our past God can do wonders in our life if we give Him the opportunity.

So this morning we want to see what God can do in our life despite of our past.
Body:

1. God can give me victory in any situation despite what has happen to me in the past if I can learn to hold on to Him.
Genesis 39:1-2 (NIV) 
1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh's officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 
2 The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 
A. This world is not our friend. It would love nothing more than to drag you down. But every time this world brings you down, God will bring you up if you hold on to Him.
B. Joseph was sold into slavery but he ended up running Potiphar’s house. Joseph was put into prison for something that he didn’t do and he ended second in charge of all Egypt.

C. And these passages of Scriptures gave us only one reason why Joseph ended up on top when the world tried to push him down. The Lord was with Joseph. 
D. He hung in there with the Lord when things went bad. He didn’t abandon God when things turn bad. He didn’t turn against God because things went bad. He didn’t get angry at God when things went bad. Instead, he stayed the course of holding on to the Lord no matter what was happening to him. He held on for dear life.
E. What happens to your relationship with God when things begin to spiral downward in your life? Do you stay the course, do you hang on to Jesus or do you abandon ship?  
2. God can give me strength to overcome any temptation despite my poor track record of the past if I can learn how much sin hurts God. 
Genesis 39:9-10 (NIV) 
9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" 
10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 
A. If you look at the track record of Joseph, he didn’t have a good track record of fighting off temptation. In Genesis 37, Joseph could not resist the temptation to tell his brothers a dream that he had in which he would rule over them. And as a result of Joseph sharing this dream, the Bible says that the brothers hated him even more.

B. When his father sends him to his brothers Joseph didn’t resist the temptation to wear the coat of many colors that he knew would infuriate his brothers. He wanted to throw it in their face that he was his daddy’s favorite.
C. But there is something different about Joseph this time as he battles temptation. He has the strength to overcome the advances of Potiphar’s wife because he realizes how much the sin cost God.

D. Maybe he learned a lesson. His brothers’ sin of throwing him into a pit and his brothers’ sin of selling him into slavery cost Joseph a lot. He saw the high price that he had to pay for his brothers’ sin.

E. So now he realizes the high price the Lord has to pay for his sin and that gives him the strength to fight the temptation.

F. We all could do a better job fighting off temptation if we remember the high cost the Lord had to pay for our sins.
3. God can bring me through any dark time in my life if I know that is where He wants me to be at this moment in my life.  
Genesis 39:19-21 (NIV) 
19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, "This is how your slave treated me," he burned with anger. 
20 Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 
21 the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 
A. Joseph is now in prison for something that he didn’t do. As often as I visit jail, I don’t recall more that a handful of people ever saying that they are in jail because they need to be there. But Joseph really didn’t need to be there because he did nothing wrong. 

B. And it says the Lord was with him. You would think the Lord would be working to get him out jail since he is innocent. Instead the Lord is allowing him to stay a while quite a while but at the same time allowing him to prosper in a dark place.
C. Sometimes we are so interested in getting out of the dark place that we might miss that God desires us to prosper in the dark place.

D. Real maturity in our Christian life is when we come to the place that it doesn’t matter where we are as long as we know God is there with us.

4. God can use me a mighty way now in despite of how low I sank in my past if I can believe that God was preparing me for this moment.

 Genesis 41:39-40 (NIV) 
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you. 
40 You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you." 
A. God doesn’t throw anybody away. He doesn’t have any junk. He has been in the recycling program way before Waste Management ever thought about it.

B. Joseph is going to be made second in all of Egypt. It didn’t matter that he was rejected by his brothers; it didn’t matter that he was once a slave in Potiphar’s house; it doesn’t matter that he has spent a bunch of years in jail. What matters is: Joseph hung on to God no matter what had happened to him.
C. It is not uncommon for God to use someone the world would say is unacceptable and make him or her acceptable.
D. Saul of Tarsus would not be acceptable as the apostle to replace Judas by the world’s standard but he was acceptable by God’s standard to become the apostle who wrote most of the New Testament.

E. I am so glad today that I don’t have to live up to the world’s standard and I need to live up to only God’s standard.

F. The criteria for hiring a minister today shouldn’t be that he passed some criminal background check and that he is fit and proper. But rather the test should be did he hold on to God when things got bad in his life. When he went into the dark places of his life did he hold on to God? That’s a person I would want to follow.
5. God uses serving Him as a way of healing the wounds of my past.
Genesis 45:5 (NIV) 
5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 

A.  As we come to Genesis 45, it has been nearly 20 years that has passed since Joseph’s brothers have sold him into slavery. During those twenty years that has passed Joseph has been busy serving God wherever God had him. First, it was in Potiphar’s house and then it was in prison and now in the court of Pharaoh. 

B. Joseph didn’t put his life on hold because he was hurt. He was busy serving God. And as he was busy serving God, God was busying changing his heart about the matter. Because when he sees his brothers he has no ill will toward them because he knew God had a purpose. While Joseph was busy working for God, God was busy working on Joseph’s heart.

Genesis 50:20 (NIV) 
20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

C. Some people don’t want to let go of their past. Those are the ones who are not serving God. Those are the ones that are just as bitter today, many years later, as they were the day their problem occurred. They have not served God and as result have not allowed God to change their heart.

Conclusion:

You may have a painful past but I want you to know that you don’t have to remain beaten down if you will find Jesus and hold on to Him for dear life. Joseph had such a painful past but he didn’t remain beaten down.

If you will hold on to Jesus I can tell you that you have taken the first step of putting your life back together again.

Some need to come to the altar this morning to begin that process of putting their life together again. And at this altar you will find Jesus. Will you come find Jesus and grab hold on him and allow him to take you beyond the pain of your past?

Let us pray!  
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