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Introduction:

This is no ordinary Sunday Service- this is Palm Sunday. This is the start of something different about Jesus’ ministry.

Until this time, Jesus has withdrawn Himself as much as possible from public notice. In Matthew 12, He healed many who were sick and instructed them not to tell anyone who He is.
In Mark 9: Jesus tells Peter, James and John not to tell anyone about how the Glory of God shined on Him at the Transfiguration.

In John 7, when Jesus’ half brother tells  him no one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. And Jesus tells him “the right time for me has not yet come.”
But here, on Palm Sunday, Jesus makes a public entrance into Jerusalem. There is a huge crowd that has come out to welcome Him. And there has been a definite change from a private ministry to a public one. It is like Jesus has stepped out from behind the curtain into the spotlight and I want to know why. Why the change?

Body:

1. Jesus steps into the spotlight because prophecy required it.
Zechariah 9:9 (NIV) 
9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

A. Several hundred years before the ministry of Jesus, a Prophet by the name of Zechariah had predicted that the Jews’ Messiah would come to Jerusalem riding on a donkey.

B. In itself, this prophecy is no big thing but take this prophecy plus the other 350 plus prophecies concerning the Messiah and have each one fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ; it t is a big detail.

C. It tells me that my God is concerned about even the smallest details. And that is God News to me because if I get hung up on anything it is usually the small details of my life. It is easy for me to lose sight of the big picture and get bogged down by the insignificant.
D. And what this tells me is that God not only helps me staying focus on the big picture but He also helps me through those small details of life that bog me down.
E. No prayer no matter how insignificant somebody else may thing it is; is insignificant to God. No worry that you may have that others may thing is foolish; is insignificant to God. No pressure you may be experiencing today in your life that others say is no big deal; is insignificant to God.

F. I can say those things we confidence because Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey just so the smallest of details could be handled.

2.  Jesus steps into the spotlight because the fulfillment of time required it.
John 7:3-6 (NIV) 
3 Jesus' brothers said to him, "You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that your disciples may see the miracles you do. 
4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world." 
5 For even his own brothers did not believe in him. 
6 Therefore Jesus told them, "The right time for me has not yet come; for you any time is right. 

A. Jesus in John 7 tells his disciples He has not gone public with His Ministry because the time is not yet right. When He rides into Jerusalem on a donkey greeted by a great crowd He is telling his disciples and you and me that the time is now right.

B. The way I look at time and the way that God looks at time is different. God waits for the perfect time and I always think that perfect time is now. That is what Jesus says: "The right time for me has not yet come; for you any time is right. 

C. Think about it. I want my prayers answered right now. If I want to buy something new, I usually don’t wait to save for it; I pull out my credit card and charge it. Teenagers nowadays don’t want to wait to become adults; they want all the benefits of adulthood and none of the responsibilities of adulthood now. Jesus is right any time is right for me.
D. But with Jesus, it is different. He operates in perfect time. When Jesus was born the Bible says that He came in the fullness of time. When He arrives in Jerusalem during the Passover, He arrived at the right time. And when Jesus comes again, it will be right at the perfect time.

E. Jesus is never late. Jesus is never early. He is an On-Time God. You may be wondering today why He hasn’t answered your prayer request; it may be the time is not yet right. You may be wondering why God has not rescued you from the mess you are in; it may be because the time is not right. I can tell you with confidence today because of Palm Sunday, God’s timing in your life will be perfect.
3.  Jesus steps into the spotlight because He needed to show the world what type of King He is.
John 12:14-15 (NIV) 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 
15 "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt." 

A. The Jews wanted a warrior king. We know that because as Jesus entered the city the people went out to greet Him shouting “Hosanna”. The word Hosanna means “save our nation now.” They wanted Jesus to deliver them from the Roman oppression.
B. But Jesus came riding in to Jerusalem on a donkey. A warrior king would have never ridden a donkey into Jerusalem. Riding the donkey indicates that Jesus was bent on peace. He was saying as their king that He came in peace to give them peace.

C. These people who greeted Jesus with praise on Palm Sunday will in a very short time turn against Him and demand that He be crucified. All because they had the wrong expectations about Jesus.

D. There are times that you and I have the wrong expectations about Jesus. We sometimes want a rescue from our problems by Jesus rather than a Jesus that will bring us through them.  We sometimes want a Jesus who will make us “feel-good” rather than a Jesus will bring conviction to our heart. We sometimes want a Jesus who will tell us we are OK just like we are rather than a Jesus who will tell us that we can’t live without Him. 
E. I know because of Palm Sunday, I need to re-examine my expectations of Jesus.

4. Jesus steps into the spotlight because obedience to His Father required it.

John 12:16 (NIV) 
16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him. 

A. Jesus was on a mission from the Father. We get to see that fully in the Garden of Gethsemane when He ask the Father for this cup to pass but not my will but your will be done.

B. It was obedience to His Father that took Him from behind the scene and thrust Him into the spotlight. It was obedience to the Father that allowed Jesus to willingly give up His life for you and me. It was obedience to the Father that brought Him to Jerusalem on a donkey.
C. How about our obedience? How willing are we to serve God? Do we serve Him only because we are afraid of the consequences if we don’t? Do we serve Him fighting and kicking all the time wishing that we never had to? Or do we serve God because we know in our heart it is what we must do?
D. Jesus riding into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday reminds me that I need to be obedient to God simply because I desire to please Him. Jesus did. 
5. Jesus steps into the spotlight because everyone has to made a decision about what they believe concerning Him.
John 12:16-19 (NIV) 
16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him. 
17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 
18 Many people, because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. 
19 So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!" 

A. On Palm Sunday three groups of people had to make a decision about Jesus. The disciples did not understand what was happening on Palm Sunday but later came to understand its meaning and chose to follow Jesus as their Messiah. Many of them ended up dying a martyr’s death for him. 
B. The crowd that saw Lazarus raised from the dead saw Jesus as a miracle worker but never really saw Him as their Messiah especially since He wasn’t going to break the yoke of the Roman rule. Eventually their enthusiasm for Him would turn to rejection of Him as they cried out “crucify him, crucify him” in John 19.
C. And then there was the Pharisees. They rejected Him as their Messiah and felt threaten by Him. The Pharisees saw Jesus as upsetting their people.
D. Three different groups of people. Three different decisions about who they thought Jesus was. He came from behind the curtain into the spotlight so everyone has to make a decision about who they think Jesus is.
E. Today, He is still in the spotlight and we have to make a decision about who He is. Some will accept Him as their Lord and Savior. Some will try Jesus for a while and fall away and some will outright reject. What will your decision be?
Conclusion:
Today, I want you to think about Palm Sunday in a way that you have never thought about it before. It is more than just the Sunday before Easter. It is the time we know that God is interested in the smallest details of our life. It is time that God proves His timing is perfect. It is time that God shows me that He is the God of peace. It is a time that He shows me that I need to be obedient to the Father. It is time that God shows me that I have to make a decision about what I am going to do about Jesus.
Palm Sunday…will you step from behind the curtain and into the spotlight and let everyone see that you are going to serve Jesus.

Let us Pray!
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