LESSONS LEARNED FROM AN OX CART 

1CHRONICLES 13:1-14

INTRODUCTION:

I love to take short cuts when having to drive a long distance. If I can find a shorter way to my destination, I usually take it. 

I love to take shortcuts when having a job to do. If I can find an easier way to do my job, I usually take it. I remember when I first moved here I cut my grass with a push mower, it nearly killed me all summer. Now, I have a wide blade mower that makes life easier. I love that short cut.

I love to take short cuts when reading a book. I don=t read every word or every page. I try to get the idea that the author is trying to suggest without reading it word by word. It just saves me time that way.

The truth is that we all love to take shortcuts and do it every day.

King David was no exception. King David wanted to bring the ark of the covenant back to Jerusalem so he loads it onto a ox-cart to transport it back and he learned some valuable lessons about taking shortcuts with God as a result. I hope we will learn some valuable lessons about the errors of taking short cuts with God in what I call Lessons Learned From An Ox- Cart.

READ 1 Chronicles 13:1-14
1. I learn from the Ox-Cart that God does not like any short cuts when it comes to our relationship with Him.

A. When you read the story, you ask yourself why did God get so angry at Uzzah that he killed him. It also seems like David is justified at being angry at God. Here David is doing a good thing and God takes one of his men.

B. But David and his men took a short cut in their relationship with God. They chose to bring the ark on the ox-cart. God told them that they are always to carry it with poles. But you see it was easier to use the ox-cart then to carry it.

Exodus 25:10-14... Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the chest to carry it.

C. So when you see on old ox-cart or an old wooden wagon I want you to remember: no shortcuts with God.

Let me share with you some of the short cuts we do take. 

2. I am taking a short cut with God, when I ask others what I should do rather than asking God.

Vs.1. David conferred with each of his officers, the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds.

A. It is easier to ask someone else than it is to ask God what I should do. When I ask God sometimes I have to wait for an answer. 

B. There are a lot of people whose only Scripture they get each week is what the pastor gives them. What they are doing is taking a shortcut with God by letting someone else do the work for them.

C. There are some people whose only prayers that are offered each way is when the pastor prays for their need. They don=t talk to God directly during the week. Rather they take the shortcut and let someone else do it for them.

D. Remember, from the Ox-Cart that God does not like short cuts in our relationship with Him.

3. I will take a short cut with God when I try to balance what others want with what God wants.

Vs. 2- If it seems good to you and if it is the will of the Lord our God.

A. David was trying to balance the will of the people with the will of God. 

A. There are a lot of people who are held back in their Christian life because they try to balance God and their family, or God and their job, or God and their freedom. 

B Sometimes unfortunately, it is a husband or a wife that is holding back the other mate. You teenagers, sometimes it is a boyfriend or a girlfriend that is holding you back from serving God.

4. I am taking a short cut with God when I don=t sweat the small details of God=s Word.  

vs. 7- they moved the ark of God from Abinadab=s house on a new cart.

A. I don=t sweat the small details when I don=t think I need to confess my sins because I know I am saved and going to heaven.

B. I don=t sweat the small details when I ignore God=s Word that we should assembly ourselves together. I don=t need church to have a relationship with God.

C. David didn=t sweat the small details when he brought a new cart to take home the ark rather than carrying it on poles. 

D. But God- He is interested in those small details. If He is that interested in how the ark is carried than how much more interested is He in your following the small details of God=s Word for your life?

5. I take a shortcut in my relationship with God, when I want to blame God for my shortcoming.
Vs. 11 Then David was angry because the Lord=s wrath has broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah. 

A. We take a shortcut when we blame God for our problems. David was angry because God did not bless doing it David=s way.

B. My relationship to God is dictated by Him not by people.

6. David learned that he couldn=t take short cuts in his relationship with God.  

1 Chronicles 15:12-15- He said to them, You are the Levitical families... and the Levites carried the ark of God with the poles on their shoulders.

A. David learned it was his fault. David learned that God is interested in the small details of His Word. David learned that there are no shortcuts with God.

B. David asked the question how can I ever bring the ark of God to me? He found the answer by following god=s Word. How can I lift my burdens? How can my finances be better? How can my marry be better?  Have you found the answer by following God=s Word.

