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Introduction:

We all have them. The Bible is full of examples of them. I am talking this morning about defining moments. It is that event or those series of events that occur in our life that change the course of our life. 

Your life is heading in one direction and suddenly an event occurs and you now find yourself setting a different course for your life. A course so radically different from the one you have been living up to this point. 

Let me give you a couple of Biblical examples of defining moments to help you understand what I am talking about.
In Genesis Chapter 12, God calls Abraham to leave his father’s home and head toward a land that He would show him- a land where he will become the father of a great nation. That was his defining moment. His life would never be the same after that.

In the New Testament, Saul of Tarsus was going from city to city putting to death the people who professed to be Christian. Then in Acts Chapter 9 verse 3 a light from heaven flashed around him as he neared Damascus and a voice from heaven questioned Saul as to why do you persecute me. That was his defining moment. He would no longer be Saul but the Apostle Paul. He would no longer kill Christians but he would do all that he could do to win them to Christ.

In each case, their defining moment caused their life to be changed. Their life was heading in one direction; God touched their life in some way; and their life headed in a different direction.
If that is what a defining moment is, some of us this morning in this church desperately need our defining moment. We need a defining moment in our health; we need a defining moment in our marriages; we need a defining moment in our finances; we need a defining moment to break the bondage of addiction; and we need a defining moment to break the doldrums of our spiritual condition.
Since I long for a defining moment in my life; and since you may need a defining moment in your life also, we together need to learn all that we can about defining moments and there is no better place to look at defining moments than by looking at the life of Jesus and getting some understanding of the defining moments in His life.
Turn with me in your bible to Mark 1:9-13.

Body:

1. We know that we are at a defining moment in our life when we feel that we must leave the safety of what we know to do what we are compelled to do.
Mark 1:9 (NIV) 
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
a. For thirty years Jesus has been safe and secure in Mary and Joseph’s home. He learned the trade of carpentry from his earthly father, Joseph. 

b. No where in the Scripture do we see Mary and Joseph forcing Jesus out of their home; no where do we see them forcing Jesus to get out on their home and start a life of his own. Jesus was safe at home and Mary and Joseph was contented that he was there.
c. But Jesus was compelled to leave; he was compelled to do what he needed to do. You will know when you have a defining moment because you will have to do what you need to do. 

d. Sometimes as men when we reach that defining moment when we know what we need to do to put our marriage back together. And although it may be uncomfortable we do it because we are compelled to do it.

e. When I went in the ministry, I didn’t go into the ministry because it was my life’s dream to be a minister. In fact, that was never my dream. I went into the ministry because in a defining moment in my life I had no choice but to enter the ministry.
f. I love it when someone has a defining moment and must give their life to God in salvation; I love it when someone has a defining moment and must join this fellowship of believers; and I love it when someone has a defining moment and must enter vocational ministry. You know because you will be compelled to do it.

2. We know that we are at a defining moment in our life when it is faith that dictates our decision rather than logic.
Mark 1:9 (NIV) 
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

a. Logic would tell me that Jesus did not have to be baptized by John the Baptist. Even John the Baptist says the One who comes after me is more powerful than he is. And John says that he is unworthy to untie even his sandal.
b. So why was compelled to be baptized-because faith took over rather than logic. He was being faithful to his heavenly Father.

c. Logic would have told Abraham not to leave his father’s home and head to a land that God would show him. It had to be faith that moved him from his father’s home to an unknown land.

d. Logic would have told Ananias not to trust Saul of Tarsus when he came to him because of his past track record of killing Christians. It had to be faith that caused Ananias to meet with Paul pray over him and baptize him.

e. You know that you are at a defining moment in your life when logic takes a back seat to faith. Some of us have never seized our defining moment because we can’t let faith control us. It has to be logical.  

3. We know that we are at a defining moment in our life when our choices are about pleasing God and not pleasing ourselves.
Mark 1:10-11 (NIV) 
10 As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 
11 And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 

a. Jesus’ baptism was not giving some recognition to John the Baptist for his work in the wilderness.  Jesus’ baptism was not someway for Jesus to receive some self gratification. Jesus’ baptism was for the sole purpose of pleasing His Heavenly Father. We see that by the words of the Father to His Son... “with you I am well pleased.”
b. When we have a defining moment it is not to bring attention to ourselves but to our Heavenly Father.

c. Last week we looked at the Pharisee and the tax collector. The Pharisee was attempting to bring attention to himself. He was not having a defining moment. He was having an ego stroking moment. On the other hand, the tax collector was having a defining moment, he was bringing attention to the Father and his life was never going to be the same.
d. If you are doing something today that brings more attention to you than to God than it is probably not a defining moment.

4. We know that we are at a defining moment in our life when it seems that life just got harder because we are trying to do the right thing.

Mark 1:12-13 (NIV) 
12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 
13 and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 

a. Jesus left the comfort of Nazareth to be obedient to the Father. You and I would want to think that if we are obedient that should put us on the easy road but the truth is that obedience sometimes puts us on the harder road.

b. Jesus was obedient and the Spirit led Him to the desert. Jesus was obedient and he was in the desert 40 days without food; Jesus was obedient and he was tempted by the devil. Jesus’ obedience put him on the harder road to travel.

c. Abraham’s obedience put him on a harder road to travel. Paul’s obedience put him on a harder road to travel. The Scripture says that he was shipwreck, beaten, thrown in prison and left for dead because he took the road of obedience. 

d. If your life just got a little harder than you might be at a defining moment in your life.

5. We know that we are at a defining moment in our life when we can see God’s hand of protection all over us.

Mark 1:13 (NIV) 
13  …He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.
a. Jesus was weakened in the wilderness by being there forty days without food. He probably did not have the strength to fight a wild animal if it were to attack Him. But He did not have to worry because God was protecting Him.

b. As you and I walk through our defining moments we should be able to look around and see the hand of God protecting us. 

c. Abraham saw the hand of God protecting him. The Apostle Paul saw the hand of God protecting Him. Do you see the hand of God protecting you?

Conclusion:

We have now reached the moment of invitation. It can be the last part of our service before church is officially dismissed and we can go on our way.
Or, this moment can be our defining moment. It can be the moment that we finally tell God yes. Yes God, I will do what you asked me to do. Yes God, I will walk by faith and not by sight. Yes God, I will please you rather than please myself. Yes God, I am willing to take the harder road if it be your will. Yes God, I will trust you even when what you ask me to do seems scary.

Those who are willing today to say yes to God and receive their defining moment I invite you to the altar this morning. Will you come?   
