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Introduction:


A couple of years ago Art Linkletter and Bill Cosby had a show on TV, I think on Friday nights, called, “Children Say the Darnest Things.”

Well, I believe that momma also can say the darnest things. Put your imagination caps on and think with me what some famous mothers could have said to their children in front of their friends. Mother’s always seem to have a way of saying the darnest things in front of your friends.

NAPOLEAN BONNAPORTE’ S MOTHER: “All right, Napoleon. If you aren’t hiding your report card inside your jacket, then take your hand out of there and prove it.”

JONAH’S MOTHER:  “That’s a nice story, Jonah, but now tell me where have you been for the last three days.”

COLUMBUS’ MOTHER: “I don’t care what you discovered, Christopher. You still should have written your mother.”

Humpty Dumpty’s Mother:  “Humpty, if I told you once, I have told you a hundred times not to sit on that wall. But would you listen to me? NO! 

Mona Lisa’s Mother: “After all that money your father and I spent on braces, Mona, that’s the biggest smile you can give us?”

Bro Dave’s Mom: My mother would also ask me in front of my friends. “Did you change your underwear today. You wouldn’t want to go to the hospital in case of emergency with dirty underwear.”

In our passage of Scripture today, James and John’s mother goes to Jesus in front of some of the disciples and she ask Jesus to make them #1 and #2. She wanted one to sit on the right hand and the other on the left hand. They had to be embarrassed because others became indignant.

But the passage teaches us a lot about motherhood.

Body:

1. If you are blessed to have a Christian mother, she goes to God on your behalf more than you realize.

VS 20-Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and kneeling down asked for a favor of him.

A. Another way to say what she did is that she prayed to Jesus on her son’s behalf.  

B. If you are a Christian mother, you know how often your prayers are for your children. 

C. Your child gets sick; you immediately start talking to God about him or her. Your child gets themselves into some problems you immediately start talking to God.

2. This mother can be best described not by what she asked for but by what she didn’t ask for.

VS 21-What is it that you want? He asked. She said grant that one of these sons of mine may sit at your right hand and the other at your left in the kingdom.

A. You noticed that she asked something for both of her sons and didn’t ask anything for herself. She put herself last.

B. Most mothers would rather go without so that their children can have. In didn’t matter her position in the kingdom as long as her sons had the right and left sides of God.

3. A mother never stops acting like a mother no matter how old her children become.

VS 20-Then the mother of Zebedee’s son came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.

A. These are two grown men and their mother brings them to Jesus. I can picture them telling momma, please momma we can handle it. But I picture her telling them I am going to take care of it, you come with me and she took them by the hand to Jesus.

B. I don’t care if you are 50 years old if your mother don’t think you are getting what you deserve you can be sure that she is going to take matters into her own hands.

4. A mother will lead her children by her example.

VS 22-23-You don’t know what you are asking, Jesus said to the. Can you drink the cup I am going to drink? We can, they answered.

A. You notice how they answered we can. It was not just the two boys that answered it was the mother too. She was going to lead them by her example.

B. And we know that she did led by her example. Her first name is Salome and we find her in Mark 15:40-41 and Mark 16:1.  She was there with Jesus was crucified and she prepared his body. She led by example.

C. I have a problem when mothers who send their children to church. Your child learns better by your example then by your words. We need to be people of example

5. A momma also has great expectations about her child and nothing can shrink her expectations.

VS 22-We can, they answered.

A. I can remember when I was growing up as a young child I was a holy terror. But my mother’s family quickly learned that they could not say anything mad about me to my momma because I was her little angel. 

B. How many times does an angry momma confront teachers because that mean teacher is picking on my child?

C. Jesus offered the mother a challenge but nothing was going to prevent them from meeting that challenge in their mother’s eyes because she had great expectations for them. She believed her children could walk on water.

6. You can say anything about me but don’t talk about my momma in a bad way.

VS 24- when the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.

A. It is interesting to me that the mother did most of the talking but the other disciples were not upset with the mother but with the sons. 

B. There is a high level of respect for motherhood. They would never put down the mother; she was just doing what mother’s do.

Conclusion:

If you are fortunate to have your mother living and she says something to embarrass you in front of your friends, remember James and John’s mother and be thankful for her.

Happy Mothers Day!

