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Introduction:

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, remember that name from your high school English class, wrote a poem that is not one of his most famous poems but the first line of that poem did became famous. It went like this:

Ships that pass in the night, and speak each other in passing,

It was from that first line that the expression “two ships passing in the night” was born into existence. And that expression talks about missed opportunities.

We all have missed opportunities. Some of you sitting here in this room would have loved to have gone to college and got that degree when you were young but you missed that opportunity.  

Some have missed the opportunity to experience your children growing up because you have been too busy working to enjoy what God has given you.

Some of us have missed that opportunity to grow closer to our spouses over the years and now it seems like that we live with a stranger that we really don’t know.

And sadly, some people in this room have wasted years in their Christian life because they missed opportunity after opportunity to grow closer to Jesus. They missed the opportunity to become the Christian man or woman that God wants them to be.
Missed opportunity we all experience them. We all pay a big price because we missed them. So I don’t want a single person in this church to miss another opportunity with God. And that can only happen if you and I know the signs that we are missing an opportunity with God and then we make the decision to do something about it.

I believe that our passage of Scripture this morning in Mark 2 shares with others 5 ways that we can miss our opportunity with God.

Body:

1.  I can miss an opportunity with God because I am too busy looking at what God is doing in someone else’s life to see what God is doing in my life.
Mark 2:18 (NIV) 
18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, "How is it that John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?" 

A. The Pharisees knew what John’s disciples were doing; the Pharisees knew what Jesus’ disciples were doing; the Pharisees knew what their own disciples were doing. The only thing that Pharisees didn’t know is what God wanted to do in their own life. 
B. And I believe one of the reasons they didn’t know what God was doing in their life because they were too busy trying to find out what God was doing in everybody else’s life.
C. During our invitation time today there will be somebody in this church who will miss what God  wants to do in their life  because they are going to be more interested in who it is that has come up to the altar to pray. They are going to miss God in their life because they are more worried about what God is doing in someone else’s life than what God is doing in their life.
 D. I believe that churches have the same problem. God has makes each church unique in how it ministers to its church family and to its community. There is a place in the body of Christ for the small rural country church; and there is a place for the large city church. The small rural country church doesn’t need to keep its eyes on the big city church because in doing so it may miss the opportunity that God has for them. 
E. Here is the point: if we don’t want to miss our opportunity then we need to keep our eyes on Jesus.

2. Some people miss their opportunity with God because it is easier to follow a person than it is to follow God.
Mark 2:18 (NIV) 
18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, "How is it that John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?" 
A. I have a real question here. How does John still have disciples? Didn’t John say to Jesus “I need to be baptized by you, and you come to me?” Doesn’t he also say; “but after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals that I am not fit to carry”? 
B. The Pharisees had disciples because they didn’t know better- I can buy that; but John had disciples, I believe, because it is easier to follow a person than to follow Jesus.  Shouldn’t the disciples all switched from John to Jesus especially after what John had said? They didn’t because it is easier to follow a person rather than following Jesus.
C. Jesus says if you follow Me you will have tribulation in this world. Jesus said if you follow me they will reject you because they reject me. Jesus says if you going to follow me you will have to pick up your cross and carry it. Jesus says if you follow me it may turn your family against you.
D. So many people have missed opportunities with God because they followed a person and that person stumbled and therefore they stumbled. They may have followed a pastor they loved and he might have done something or said something to offend them or possibly just something as simple as leaving the church, and as result his followers stumble and miss opportunity after opportunity with God because they followed a person rather than Jesus.  

E. I wonder how many people stumbled and fell when Jimmy Swaggart’s sin was made public. Many probably have missed opportunities with God because they followed a man and not Jesus.
F. The lesson for us is simple: we need to follow Jesus and not some person.

3. Some people miss their opportunity with God because they think if something is from God it must be dry, lifeless and without any sense of excitement.
Mark 2:18-19 (NIV) 
18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, "How is it that John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?" 
19 Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. 
A. Listen closely to be subtleness of the question: If this is of God why are you and your disciples having such a good time? John’s disciples are fasting; the Pharisees disciples are fasting; and you all are feasting. How can that possible be if you are from God?

B. We tend to think if it is from God it is going to put demands on us. So many people don’t want to talk to God because they feel if they hear what God is going to say it will burden them down. 
C. I wonder how many people don’t accept Jesus as their personal Savior because they feel if they give their heart to God it will take all the fun out of living.

D. So many people don’t read their Bible like they should because they think it is as dry as the dessert- there is nothing there that will satisfy. But if you ever attended the Monday Night Bible Studies there is nothing dry about the Word of God.

E. Sometimes we miss our opportunities with God because we think if it brings pleasure it can not possibly be from God and that is a liar of the devil. Jesus came to give us life and give it to us more abundantly. I am going to tell you some churches need to hear this message because they are as dry and lifeless as the dessert itself.
4.  Some people miss their opportunity with God because there are times things are going to change and we don’t accept change well. 
Mark 2:20 (NIV) 
20 But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast. 

A. Jesus says in verse 20: the time will come and what Jesus was telling us that they are feasting now but they will be fasting in the future. Things aren’t always going to stay the same. Things will change.
B. Some of us don’t accept change well. In fact, most people despise change. And so some of us miss opportunities with God because we get angry when things don’t stay like we wanted them to stay and so we don’t hear what God is telling us or to teach us.
C. I am sure we all know someone who has missed an opportunity with God because things didn’t stay the same. There are probably some empty pews in this church because things didn’t stay the same.
D. The lesson for us is to treasure every moment; make the most of every moment and don’t miss your opportunities.

5. Some people miss their opportunity with God because they try to out put God in a box rather than allowing God the freedom to work in their life.
Mark 2:21-22 (NIV) 
21 "No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull away from the old, making the tear worse. 
22 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new wineskins." 

A.  Some people think they know how God in going to work in a situation. And they believe their way is the only way that God will work in that situation. That kind of thinking puts God in a box. But you know what God will blow out that box because He is not limited by our restrictions.
B. But sadly some of have missed opportunities with God because we failed to see Him working in our life because He worked in a way different then the way we would have thought He would have worked.

C. The lesson for us is: don’t attempt to limit how God can get something done in your life.

Conclusion:

Today, have you missed opportunities with God? God is calling on you and me to seize this moment and seize every opportunity we have to grow closer to God.  

Some many need to come to the altar and confess to God that I have blown many years of my life not living for you like I should. Some may need to come to the altar and confess that I didn’t live for you yesterday like I should.
But now this very moment I want to seize my opportunities with God. I see what has prevented me from serving God like I should and I want to commit before God and this church family that I am not going to let those things stand in the way again.
Let Us Pray!

