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Introduction:

The Bible paints for us a picture of life as a battlefield. It tells me in Ephesians that we are to put on the full armor of God. A soldier puts on full armor for one reason and that is to go to the front line of the battlefield to fight the enemy. 

Also in Ephesians it tells me that we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, powers and rulers of darkness. To wrestle means that we are in hand to hand combat with the enemy. It is obvious from these two descriptions of battle that the Apostle Paul saw life as a battlefield.
If life is indeed a battlefield then we need to be prepared for the battles.  I believe that God teaches us some lessons from the battlefield that we can apply to our life so that we may be prepared when we find ourselves in the midst of a battle.
Body:

1. The enemy doesn’t attack always when I am my weakest. Sometimes he attacks me when I am gaining strength.
Exodus 17:8 (NIV)  

    The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 
A. As you read chapter 17, you see that the Israelites are without water. In verse 3 it says: But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses.  It would seem that would have been the best time to attack the Israelites. But no, the enemy waited until the Israelites were fully watered and then they attacked.
B. It is interested to watch how that old devil works. You get a Bible study started in your home and a couple weeks into it after people start growing that is when the devil starts attacking. He doesn’t attack when it starts; he attacks when the people are growing.
C. The devil doesn’t always stop a church from growing. Sometimes after it grows a bit then h comes in and creates discord and people start falling by the wayside.

D. Individually, I may be starting to grow or get excited about God again and that is when the devil will attack me.
E. Remember that the Amalekites did not attack while the Israelites were weak; they waited until the Israelites all drank. 
2. I don’t have to go looking for the enemy, he will find me.
Exodus 17:8 (NIV)  

    The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim.
A. The Israelites were not out looking for a battle. They just wanted to get out of the desert and get into their Promised Land. The enemy found them; the battle found them.

B. You and I as Christians don’t have to go out looking for our enemy, he will find us.  A growing church don’t need to go out looking for the enemy, he will find that church. A growing bible study group doesn’t need to go out looking for the devil, he will find them. A person growing spiritually doesn’t need to go out looking for the enemy, he will find them.

3. It is not what I do in the battle that matters; it is what God does in the battle that matters.
Exodus 17:9 (NIV)  

    Moses said to Joshua, "Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands." 
A. This is Israel’s first battle as a nation. You would think to make sure of victory that Moses would send every available man to the battlefield. But instead he tells Joshua to “choose some of our men.” Moses meanwhile says, “I am going to meet with God on the hill.”
B. Moses is telling us that the most important person in my battle is not me but God.

C. If you have cancer today, the most important thing is not what you do, or the doctor does but what God does.

D. If you are having martial problems, the most important thing to bring healing in the marriage is not what you do or your mate does but what God does.

E. If you are grieving today, it not what you do or what your friends do to comfort you that matters most. It is what God does to bring peace and comfort. (We see that in the Book of Job.)
4. Even though God will fight my battles, I need to show up on the battlefield.

Exodus 17:10 (NIV)  

    So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. 
A. Even though God was going to fight the battle for the Israelites, Moses still needed to send some men to the battlefield to engage the enemy.

B. God didn’t say to Moses keep all your people in camp and I will go fight the Amalekites. Instead he instructed Moses to send some men but I will fight for you.
C. Some of our biggest problems are because we don’t go to the battlefield to fight. We think God will fight it and we do nothing.  But God says in your weakness, I will make you strong.

D. Some of us need to take the battlefield and allow God to give us victory. 

5. We need each other to defeat the enemy.
Exodus 17:11-13 (NIV)  

    As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. [12] When Moses' hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up--one on one side, one on the other--so that his hands remained steady till sunset. [13] So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword. 

A. In these three verses there is a whole lot of needing each other. Joshua needed Moses to hold up his hands. Moses needed Joshua to fight the battle. Moses needed Aaron and Hur to hold up his hands. Aaron and Hur needed each other or the task of holding Moses’ hands up would have been more difficult. 
B. But here we sit in church Sunday after Sunday, our life is a battlefield and we are too embarrassed or too ashamed to ask our church family to help with our battle.

C. Unfortunately, the enemy wins way too many battles because we don’t help each other on the battlefield. Galatians 6:2 (NIV)   Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

6. We must give God the credit for any victories we win on the battlefield.
Exodus 17:15 (NIV)  

    Moses built an altar and called it The Lord is my Banner. 

A. Moses could have credited Joshua and his men for their fighting skill. Joshua could have credit Moses for his holding his hands up to the Lord. But all we read is that they gave the credit to the Lord.

B. You don’t win battles, God does. And we had better start learning to give him the credit.

Conclusion:

Some of you this morning may need to come to the altar and invite God onto your battlefield. Others may need to come forward and invite others to help them with their battle. As God leads you follow.
