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Introduction:
Tonight we come to the fourth sermon in our series “Lessons Learned from the Master Teacher”. In this classroom, Jesus provides the disciples with individualized instruction, one on one instruction, and multiple reinforcement (He teaches the same thing in Matthew 16, 17 & 20 besides our present passage), but yet they still didn’t learn the lesson and I want to know why? 

But before I come down too hard on the disciples for not learning their lesson easily, I must realize that seems to be the way of life. Despite God being as a cloud by day and fire by night, the Israelites did not learn their lesson of trusting God and so they ended up traveling forty years in the wilderness. Lot’s wife never made it out of Sodom and Gomorrah because she did not learn the lesson the angles taught about the perils of looking back. And a whole people perished because they did not learn the lesson time when Noah preached to them to repent because God was going to bring judgment by flood.
And then there is you and me. Truthfully, we don’t learn our lessons easily either. I can not tell you how many times growing up that my mom and dad tried to teach me a lesson but I did not learn it until after I got myself into a mess. I can not tell you how many times my wife tried to steer me in the right direction but I deliberately took the other path and usually ended up in a mess. And as your pastor, I have seen you ask me for my advice and then not take it and end up with your own unique set of problems.

And I want to know why- why is it that we don’t learn our lesson easily?

Body:           

1. Some lessons I don’t learn easily because the only way I am going to learn them is by looking back.

Luke 18:33-34 (NIV) 
33 On the third day he will rise again." 
34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about. 

A. I believe that the disciples did not understand what Jesus said until after He rose again and met with them. I believe it was at that point that they realized what He was actually saying.
Luke 24:44-47 (NIV) 
44 He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms." 
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46 He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

B. Think about how many times in our life we look back and see what our parents were trying to tell us after the fact. Think about how many times we looked back and saw what our spouse was trying to warn us about but we didn’t see it when he or she warned us.
C. I believe that there are some things that we are not ready to learn at the very moment someone tells us about them. And so the lesson doesn’t sink in at that moment and we learn the lesson only as we look back at it. The disciples sure did.
2. Some lessons I don’t learn easily because sometimes Jesus will teach me a truth but wait to later to give me understanding of that truth.

Luke 18:34 (NIV) 
34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about. 

A. Jesus taught them a truth but the Bible is quite clear that He didn’t give them understanding of the truth at the same time that He taught them the truth. The understanding of the truth came much later. The Scripture says: “its meaning was hidden from them.”

B. Why did Jesus hid their understanding of the truth?
The answer is simply to accomplish His will. The passage of Scripture in 1 Corinthians 2:8 reveals the danger if they understand the truth.

1 Corinthians 2:8 (NIV) 
8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

C. I have to believe that God might teach you a truth but not give you understanding until He is ready because He wants to accomplish His will in your life and immediate understanding of the truth might hinder what God wants to do in your life.

3. Some lessons I don’t learn easily because I believe in my mind that isn’t how it should be.
1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV) 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

A. There are some lessons that I don’t learn because they don’t make a whole lot of sense to me. I can remember 12th grade physics class. The teacher tried to explain to me how two objects would drop to the ground at the same time if say they were both dropped from the top of a building at the same time. I don’t understand how let’s say a pencil and a baseball will hit the ground at the same time.  But the teacher swore that it would but it doesn’t make sense to me. I have done nothing with that truth because it didn’t make sense to me.

B. And as our passage of Scripture reveals, many people reject Jesus as their Savior because they can not accept how it makes any sense that if He is my Savior why couldn’t He save Himself.

C.  Many people reject grace as the means of salvation because it doesn’t make a whole lot of sense to them. What makes sense to them is works.
D. Many people reject the existence of hell because it doesn’t make sense to them how a loving God can send anyone to hell.

E. Remember this: just because something doesn’t make sense to me doesn’t mean that it is not truth.  It didn’t make sense to the disciples but Jesus died, was buried and rose again. It was truth.
4. Some lessons I don’t learn easily because I rather be rebellious than obedient.

Jonah 1:1-3 (NIV) 
1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 
2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me." 
3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish…

A. Jonah didn’t learn the lesson easily because he let rebellion to God’s desire for his life prevent him from learning. 

B. He finally does what God wants him to do but he took the difficult route to get there.   

C. Some of us here we are going to do what God wants us to do but we are going to take the difficult route getting there because of our rebellion.

5. Some lessons I don’t learn easily because I will not learn them on this side of eternity.
1 Corinthians 13:12 (NIV) 
12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

A. There are just some things that happen in our life that we will never understand on this side of eternity.
B. I would really like to know why Anne and I could not have children. I love children and would have loved to have several children but we couldn’t. But I know this, I will never know the reason on this side of eternity.

C. I am sure every one of us in this room has a similar type question that we would love to have answered right now. But the truth is that we will never know the answer on this side of eternity.
D. Some lessons are not easily learned because we will not understand what God was doing on this side of eternity.
