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Introduction:

Recently as you know, the State has been doing some roadwork on the interstate between Magnolia and McComb.  We all have seen those orange barrels and cones blocking one side of the road. Those barrels and cones serve one purpose:  to keep us out of the lane in which the construction crew is working.
This morning I want us to think about the stone in front of Jesus’ grave and later rolled away. What purpose did that stone serve? I hope to answer that question this morning in a sermon entitled, “Lessons Learned about Easter from a Stone.”

Body:

1. Joseph rolling the stone in front of the tomb reminds me that you and I move also roll stones into place to block our fellowship with Jesus.  
Matthew 27:59-60 (NIV)  

    Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, [60] and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 

A. Joseph of Arimathea rolled the stone in front of the grave. When you roll a stone in front of a grave, it only serves one purpose. It is to keep what is on the outside from getting to what is in the inside.
B. Picture in your mind this event. Here is Emmanuel, “God with us”, and humanity is putting a stone between Him and us. The one we should be getting to, we are blocking out.

C. We are good at putting stones between God and us. Adam and Eve put the stone of sin between them and God because when God came to the Garden they hid. 

D. What stone have you put between yourself and your relationship to God?

2. The actions of the high priest and Pharisees remind me that there are people who don’t want a relationship with Jesus and don’t want me to have one either.
Matthew 27:62-64 (NIV)  

    The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. [63] "Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise again.' [64] So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first." 
A. The high priest and Pharisees wanted nothing to do with this Jesus.  But they wanted more than that; they did not want anyone else to have a relationship with God.

B. When I tell my spouse to cool it you are getting too spiritual, I am doing the same things that the priest and Pharisees did.

C. When I tell someone to skip church with me and let’s go fishing, hunting or even let’s do some work, I am doing the same thing that the priest and Pharisees did.

D. In what ways, have I stopped someone else from having a relationship  with God?

3. Pilate response to the priest and Pharisees reminds me that people falsely think that they can make things secure in their own doing.

Matthew 27:65-66 (NIV)  

    "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." [66] So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

A. The priest and Pharisees go to Pilate thinking he can make things secure. Pilate places his seal and stations guards around the tomb thinking he can make the tomb secure.

B. But Easter reminds me nothing is secure without the Lord.  But yet, I still try to trust in my spouse to make things secure. Or I trust in my savings to make things secure. Or I trust in that great job to make me secure.
C. Easter reminds me that the only security is the Lord.
4. The angel of the Lord words reminds me how fear and unbelief keep the stones in place in my own life.

Matthew 28:5-6 (NIV)  

    The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. [6] He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
A. Sometimes we keep stones in place because we are afraid what we will discover if we roll the stone away.

B. For the longest time, I keep the stone in place that kept me from becoming a minister. I would block that out whenever God would bring it up.  I will be honest, I was afraid of where it might bring me if I removed the stone.

C. Sometimes we keep stones in place because in my disbelief I think nothing will happen even if I remove the stone so why bother.

D. How many times have we not prayed as we should because we thought to ourselves nothing will happen anyway? How many times have we felt the tug in our hearts to go up to altar and talk with God and we didn’t because we think nothing will ever change anyway.

5. God’s actions assure me that He is in the stone moving business.
Matthew 28:1-2 (NIV)  

    After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

    [2] There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 

A. The God who moved that stone on Easter morning, can still move stones in our own life.

B. What stone is in your life that God needs to move? God can move it!
Conclusion:
Have you rolled any stones lately in front of your fellowship with God? Have you been unable to move stones that block your fellowship with God because of fear or unbelief? I am here to tell you that God is the stone moving business. Will you let Him move the stones in your life that block you from having a sweet relationship with Him? The altar is open, please come! 

