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Introduction:

Two young children were talking among themselves about how confusing it is to understand their parents’ behavior. One of them said to the other, “I will never get it. I will never understand how my parents are trying to raise me.” The other child chimed in “yea, you are right. Take for instance my parents. First they spent hours teaching me to talk and then they spent more hours teaching me to walk and as soon as I could talk and walk they tell me to sit down and don’t say a word.” Now if you think about it that interaction between parent and child has to be confusing to the child. It is almost seems like they are working against each other.

Confusing is my reaction to our passage of Scripture tonight. Confusion that here is the Master Teacher Jesus and his pupils don’t know what Jesus wants. They have lived with the Master Teacher for some time and has learned from Him but yet don’t know what will satisfy Him.

So as I take you to the second classroom tonight to learn from the Master Teacher it seems like Jesus and the disciples are working against each other. The disciples are trying to keep the children away from Jesus and Jesus in return wants them to come to Him.

Read with me as we look at Mark 10:13-16.

So, tonight I want to understand why the confusion between Jesus and his disciples because many times, to be honest with you, I sense that confusion between Jesus and me just like the confusion that existed between Jesus and His disciples.

Body:

1. Sometimes there is confusion between Jesus and me because I am fighting the wrong battles.

Mark 10:1-2 (NIV) 
1 Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them. 
2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" 
Mark 10:13 (NIV) 
13 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 
a. In the first part of this chapter we are told that Jesus goes into the region of Judea. Crowds of people gathered around him and no disciples sent any away. During this same meeting, some Pharisees come for the sole purpose of testing Jesus and yet the disciples are silent. Not a single disciple raised a concern that the Pharisees had come to trick the Master Teacher.

b. Now we come to parents bringing their children to Jesus for Him to touch them and the disciples rise up against these parents who only want Jesus to bless their children.

c. Isn’t that interesting? The Pharisees come to trick Jesus and the disciples are silent. The parents come to have their children blessed by Jesus and the disciples are very vocal. It tells me that we don’t what to fight many times.

d. Could it be in my life that some of the confusion between God and me is that I am fighting the wrong battles at times. Some people don’t come to church because they are mad at so and so. Maybe the real battle is that you are fighting God.

e. A person on drugs gets angry with his wife because she issues an ultimatum it is the drugs or her. He gets mad at his wife and he thinks the battle is between him and his wife and when the real battle is between him and those drugs.

2. Sometimes there is confusion between Jesus and me because I would rather argue theology then live the right way.

Mark 10:2-4 (NIV) 
2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" 
3 "What did Moses command you?" he replied. 
4 They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away." 
Mark 10:14 (NIV) 
14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 
a. It is interesting to me that the Pharisee was more interested in arguing theology than he was concerned about living the right way. And the children, they probably didn’t know any theology, only thing they knew was how to live as a child.
b. We can sit here tonight and argue about theology. And all that will do will get us off track from our real purpose which is to live the right way.
c. The disciples got caught up in the theology and missed the real thing. God does not need me to argue theology for Him. He doesn’t need me to defend Him. He needs me to live the right way. If you don’t that is true read the Book of Leviticus and see how many times God tells us to live holy because He is Holy.
3. Sometimes there is confusion between Jesus and me because there are times I want to shelter Jesus rather than allowing Jesus to shelter me. 
Mark 10:13-14 (NIV) 
13 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 
14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 
a. The disciples wanted to shelter Jesus. Jesus had to settle a dispute among the disciples about who was the greatest; He had to deal with the crowd who gathered around Him to hear Him teach them. He had to deal with Pharisees who tried to trick Him. So it seemed logical that Jesus needed a little sheltering.

b. We do the same thing in our life. “I don’t want to bother Jesus with this little thing after all it is not that important.” “I am sure that Jesus has more important things to deal with then deal with my problems.” 

c. And when we say things like that we are doing the same thing that the disciples did. They were trying to shelter Jesus and He didn’t need their sheltering, and He doesn’t need our sheltering. We need His sheltering. 

4. Sometimes there is confusion between Jesus and me because I would rather be self sufficient than dependent upon God.

Mark 10:2 (NIV) 
2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" 
Mark 10:13 (NIV) 
13 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 
a. The Pharisees had an air about them that they were the Masters of the Law. They didn’t need Jesus come in to the picture and messing up the good deal that they had. They were self sufficient. They had no room for Jesus.

b. On the other hand, the children couldn’t get to Jesus on their own. In fact, the Scripture is quite plain that they needed people to bring them to Jesus. They were dependent just like you and I are to be dependent upon Jesus.

C. I know in my own life that some of my confusing is That I am trying to be self sufficient when God wants me to be dependent upon Him.

Conclusion:
I have learned tonight, if there is any confusing between me and God that I am the one who has created it. And if you are here tonight and there exist any confusion between you about God you have created it in your own life.

What are we to do about it? Go to the altar and talk with God because our God is not a God of confusion.
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