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Introduction:

Tonight we begin a new series entitled, “Lessons Learned While with the Master Teacher.” The most used term describing Jesus in the Four Gospels is the word “Rabbi” or Teacher. 

And what I planned to do over the next several Wednesday nights is to look at passages of Scripture where Jesus, as the Master Teacher, is teaching His disciples and see what we can learn for our life. 

So basically we want to sit in Jesus’ classroom listen along with the disciples and discover what we can from the master.

This first classroom is found near Galilee. Jesus wants to be alone with His disciples so that He can tell them that in a very short time He is going to be delivered into the hands of people who want to have Him killed. But that’s not the whole story. In three days by the power of God, He will rise from the grave. But the disciples didn’t understand what He was teaching them.
So what do we learn from this teaching.

Body:

1. Jesus teaches us that the best teachable moments of our lives are those times we have been unsuccessful.
Mark 9:25-29 (NIV) 
25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. "You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and never enter him again." 
26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, "He's dead." 
27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. 
28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we drive it out?" 
29 He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer." 

a. In verse 30, Jesus takes them to a quiet place to teach them. Why did Jesus decide on this moment to teach the disciples? It is probably because the disciples had attempted to remove the evil spirit from a young boy but they were unsuccessful. The disciples even asked Jesus, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” If you fail, you will generally want to learn so that you don’t fail again.
b. One of the hardest persons to teach is someone who thinks that they know it all. There is nothing you can teach someone who thinks that they know it all. That’s a danger that we have to watch out for. 

c. A Good teacher like Jesus would seize that moment when the disciples fail to attempt to teach them what they need to know.

d. If this is true and I know that it is maybe God allows those trials in our life, maybe God allows those times of being unsuccessful, maybe God allows those times that we fail to teach us what we need to know.

2. Jesus teaches us that it is difficult to learn if you are dealing with a lot of distractions.
Mark 9:30-31 (NIV) 
30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, 
31 because he was teaching his disciples…

a. You will not get anything from our worship services if you come to church with a lot of distractions on your mind.

b. You will not get a lot from reading the Bible if you are distracted as you read your Bible.  A lot of people say that they don’t understand the Bible but I think the number 1 problem is our distractions.

c. When we come to church or sit down to read our Bible or to pray we need to eliminate those distractions that will certainly get in the way. Jesus knew that he had to eliminate the distractions if He was to teach His disciples. And so He brought them to a secluded place.

3. Jesus teaches us that there may be some truths that we might not be spiritually mature enough yet to understand.

 Mark 9:31-32 (NIV) 
31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, "The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise." 
32 But they did not understand what he meant...
a. Jesus tries to teach the disciples a spiritual truth about his death, burial and resurrection from the grave. And it goes over their head. They don’t understand what He is talking about.

b. So what Jesus does is that He abandons teaching them that truth for the present time and goes on to teach them another truth that they might be ready to understand. The truth that He teaches is the last shall be first.

c. You can never get people to understand spiritual truth until they are ready to understand spiritual truth.
4. Jesus teaches us that the pendulum never swings to the middle.
Mark 9:33-34 (NIV) 
33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" 
34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. 

a. This is so interesting to me. In verse 28, they just asked Jesus why they failed. In verse 31 Jesus just gave them a spiritual principle and they didn’t understand it. Now in verse 34, they are arguing among themselves who is the greatest disciple.

b. Talk about a pendulum swing from one side of the spectrum to the other- from failing to the greatest.

c. If you want to be a good Christian then find balance in your life.

5. Jesus teaches us that we never give up reaching people.
Mark 9:35 (NIV) 
35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all." 

a. Jesus had a teachable moment in verse 31 but they didn’t get it. But He didn’t give up in verse 35 they have another teachable moment and He seized that opportunity.

b. I think Jesus is trying to teach us that we give up on people to easy. We pray for someone’s salvation and they don’t get saved immediately and we give up praying for them.

c. You invite someone to church and they turn you down and you give up asking them again.

Conclusion:
In Jesus’ first classroom we learn that our failures are not bad because they are times we can grow. We learn that it is OK not to understand certain spiritual truths at the point we are in our spiritual walk. We learn to never give up on anyone and we must strive for balance in our life.
Let us pray!

