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Introduction:
In Bill Clinton’s 1998 testimony before the grand jury on the Monica Lewinsky affair, he was asked a question and his response was “it depends on what the meaning of the word “is” is.
At another point during that same grand jury testimony he asked another question and his answer was “it depends on how you define alone…”

Bill Clinton was a man who got stuck on words, on insignificant words, at least during his grand jury testimony.  

It reminds me of the disciples in John16:16. Jesus is trying to teach them a great truth about His Ascension and His Second Coming “in a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me. Jesus has just imparted a great Biblical truth concerning His presence among them and the disciples got stuck on four insignificant words, “in a little while.” 
The disciples got stuck on the insignificant and I believe that you and I also get stuck on the insignificant. So, I want to see what lessons we can learn when the disciples get stuck on the insignificant.

Body:

1.  When it comes to our relationship with God, we sometimes get stuck on what we don’t understand and neglect what we could and should understand.

John 16:16 (NIV) 
16 "In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me." 

A. The disciples got stuck on the phrase “in a little while.”  Jesus was teaching them about His Ascension into heaven and His Second Coming.  However, instead of trying to learn the central truth about His departure and His return, the disciples instead focused on something that the Bible says is not possible for them to know.

Mark 13:32 (NIV) 
32 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
B. Some people’s relationship with God has all but shut down because something has happened in their life they don’t understand and rather than focusing on what they do know about God, they focus on what they do not understand.

C. The devil loves us to get focused on what we don’t understand about God because he knows he will render us ineffective if we start dwelling upon that.
D. There are probably people in this community that have quit coming to church because they got stuck on something insignificant rather than focusing on what is significant.
2. We rather talk to each other about what Jesus possibly said rather than talking to Jesus directly about He did say.

John 16:17 (NIV) 
17 Some of his disciples said to one another, "What does he mean by saying, 'In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,' and 'Because I am going to the Father'?" 

A. Students do this all the time in school. The teacher says something and the student didn’t understand what was said and instead of asking the teacher what he or she said, they will ask another student.

B.  You and I may not understand what God is trying to teach me or to tell me in my life and rather than asking God what He is doing in my life I ask the preacher or another Christian what do you think God is doing in my life.
C. And yet God wants me to talk directly with Him about what He is doing in my life.

3. There will always be some that they will never let you know where they are spiritually because they refuse to give a response.
John 16:17 (NIV) 
17 Some of his disciples said to one another, "What does he mean by saying, 'In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,' and 'Because I am going to the Father'?" 

A. In our passage of Scripture the verse says “some of his disciples”. Does that mean that some of the disciples understood what Jesus was saying? I don’t think so. I believe that they chose not to let the others know by an outward response what was going on inside of them. In other words there are some people who are “no comment” about their spiritual life.

B.  That gives me some encouragement as a preacher because it tells me that some people will never make their way up to the altar to talk with God no matter how strong the sermon or how appealing the invitation. 
C. There will be some people that I will never get them to talk with me openly about their personal relationship with Jesus and where they are in their Christian life. And as a minister I need to understand that. 
D. Only some of the disciples voiced their question. The others chose to remain silent.

4. Just because I don’t know what is going on doesn’t mean Jesus doesn’t know what is going on.

John 16:19 (NIV) 
19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, "Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, 'In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me'? 

A. The disciples in these verses don’t know what is going on. They are going around to each other asking what does He mean by “a little while.” They are in a state of confusing.
B. Jesus, on the other hand, is in control. He understands what is going on. He knows what the disciples want to know even though they never told Him what they wanted to know.

C. The Good News for me and is that in my confusion, God is still in control. In my confusion, God knows what is going on.
5. Jesus will always try to get us back on track when it seems that we have gone astray.

John 16:19 (NIV) 
19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, "Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, 'In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me'? 

A. Jesus starts our passage of Scripture by teaching His disciples a Biblical truth. They get off course by focusing on those four insignificant words and miss the whole point of Jesus’ teaching.

B. Jesus then asks them a question: Are you asking one another about a little while? But Jesus never answers that question. Instead, He gets them to refocus on the more important truth: the Ascension and Second Coming of Christ.
B. And that what Jesus does in our life: He tries to move us from what has bogged us down to what will start moving us again spiritually. And that’s what happens to the disciples because this time around they begin to understand the truth and dropped their issue with “in a little while”.

Conclusion:
If we are not growing in the Christian life it is because I believe that you got stuck on something insignificant. Today, Jesus wants you to begin moving again spirituality. Will you let go of that insignificant thing that is holding you back? 

