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Introduction:

Have you ever missed your exit on the interstate and had to go to the next exit to turn around and back track to the right exit? That can be very frustrating especially if there are a number of miles between the two exits.

You ladies that love to cook, have you ever started cooking something special and realized that you put too much of one ingredient into the recipe and that you had to discard what you were making and start over. I am sure that can be very frustrating.

You guys may be working on some piece of equipment that you need to fix and so you go to town to get the part and when you get home you realize that it is the wrong part. You have to get back in your car go to town again and get the right part. I know that can be frustrating. 

Well, Moses had a frustrating moment in Exodus 19. God calls him up to the top of Mount Sinai which is no small trip for an eighty plus year old man and when he gets to the top of the 8,000 foot mountain God’s first words to him is to go back down and warn the people and bring Aaron back up with you. Now, that would be pretty frustrating.
I believe that Moses learned some lessons from that experience and I want to share them with you this morning.
Body:

1. There are times that God will speak to me in a crowd but there are times that God desires to talk with me all alone.

Exodus 19:19-20 (NIV)  

    and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 

    [20] The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 
A. This morning in this church service with all these people here, God may choose to speak with you. But this does not mean that this is the only place God wants to meet with you. There will be times that God will want to speak to you in those moments when no one else is around but you and Him.
B. In vs. 19 God spoke to Moses in the presence of the entire Israelite camp. But God also called Moses to the top on Mount Sinai to speak to him one to one.

C. If you are here today, and church is the only place you are speaking with God then God is inviting you to those places where He can meet with you one on one.

2. There is no place that I can go that God has not been their first preparing for my arrival.
Exodus 19:20 (NIV)  

    The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 

A. God never arrives just on time or just a little late. You get here early one Sunday and if you would look outside five minutes before Sunday School is suppose to start it will look like a ghost town. Most of our people arrive exactly when Sunday School is to start or a little late. But I am so glad that God is always early. He gets here before the preacher gets here. He gets here before Greg & Pepper wake up to walk from the parsonage to the church.

B. Look at vs. 20. God descended to the top of the mount and called for Moses to come up. Today in Israel they have 4,000 steps that lead up to the top of the mountain. It takes a person in shape 3 hours to get there by the steps. Moses was 80+ old and he didn’t have the steps and so it took Moses awhile but God waited for Him.

C. And I believe that God was spending the time preparing for Moses’ arrival. You know what: if that is the case, there is no operating room I go into that God has not been there first preparing the way. There is no dark period that God has not first walked through preparing the way for me. I cannot even go through death without God preparing the way.
D. Heaven is going to be a wonderful because God has said that I have gone to prepare a place for you.

3. God waits for me much more than I ever wait for Him.

Exodus 19:23-25 (NIV)  

    Moses said to the Lord, "The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, 'Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.' " 

    [24] The Lord replied, "Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the Lord, or he will break out against them." 

    [25] So Moses went down to the people and told them. 
A. The Scripture says God waited for Moses to come up the mountain to talk with him. When Moses gets to the top, God sent him down and told him to come back up with Aaron.

B. What impresses me is that the Scripture does not say that God left the mountain and came back when Moses was getting close to the top of the mountain the second time. God simply waited for Moses. It is hard to picture God waiting on Moses.

D. God is waiting for you this morning. When through our disobedience we walk away from God, God is waiting for you to return. If you have never asked Christ into your life, God is waiting for the day you do.

E. We love to say that we are waiting on God but the truth is that God is more often waiting on us.

4. We are more interested in telling God what we think we know rather than listening to what God knows.
Exodus 19:21-23 (NIV)  

    and the Lord said to him, "Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the Lord and many of them perish. [22] Even the priests, who approach the Lord, must consecrate themselves, or the Lord will break out against them." 

    [23] Moses said to the Lord, "The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, 'Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.' " 

A. God knew what was going on down below the mountain with the people; Moses thought he knew what was going on down the mountain with the people.
B. It is interesting that we would want to argue what we think we know with a God who knows everything.

C. The main reason that we argue with God is because things are not going our way.

D. Moses was arguing with God because the truth is that he did not want to go down that mountain and come back up again. Prior to this point in this chapter he has already made two complete trips up and down the mountain. If God was going to have his way Moses was going to make four trips up the mountains but Moses only wanted three trips.

5. Sometimes I am taking a journey because God wants to teach someone else a lesson of obedience; and sometimes someone else may be taking a journey because God wants to teach me a lesson of obedience.
Exodus 19:24-25 (NIV)  

    The Lord replied, "Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the Lord, or he will break out against them." 

    [25] So Moses went down to the people and told them. 

A. Why did God call Aaron to the go up the mountain with Moses? Did God wanted to talk with Aaron like He was talking with Moses? Aaron walked up the mountain for one reason: to make it easier for Moses to go up the mountain for the fourth time. God knew that sending Aaron along will make it easier for Moses to be obedient. He would have a traveling companion- someone to help him along the journey. But this was all about Moses not Aaron.
B. In your life you might be traveling with someone on a journey because God wants to teach them obedience. Or someone might be walking along side of you so that you might learn obedience.
6. We easily forget the lessons that God taught us that we told ourselves we will never forget.

Exodus 19:16 (NIV)  

    On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 

Exodus 19:24 (NIV)  

    The Lord replied, "Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the Lord, or he will break out against them." 

A. In vs. 16, the people are scared to death at the presence of God in their camp. And then in vs. 24 they desire to climb the mountain to get to God.

B. It teaches that that we forget the lessons that God teaches us. How many times have we said, “I will never forget this lesson and realize later that we sure did forget that lesson.

Conclusion:
God desires your obedience. If you have not been obedient to Him, He has been waiting for you. Will you come to the altar this morning and talk with God? 
