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Introduction
As a young boy growing up, I only got into one fight. I guess I was about ten years ago at the time. It was with a girl which was bad enough but what made it worse was that she won the fight. I knew it, she knew it and all my friends who watched knew it.

From that point forward I realized that I would never be a Rocky Balboa and I learned that it would be in my best interest to walk away from a fight. That’s probably why I am more of a peacemaker than a get in your face type of preacher.

But as I read this passage of Scripture today, it dawned on me that Jesus never backed down from a good fight. He never backed down from the devil when the devil came to tempt Him in the wilderness. He never backed down from the demons who desired to remain and torment the people they possessed. He never backed down from our greatest enemy- death. Three times He brought back to life those who had died and He Himself rose again from the grave. And He never backed down from the Pharisees and Sadducees who didn’t like how He did church and who plotted how they might kill Him.

I am so glad that Jesus never backed down from a fight because there might be somebody in this room today or a family member or a friend that you know that needs Jesus right this moment to fight on their behalf. They may be too weak at this point to fight for themselves. They may have tried to fight their own battle but have failed time after time. Or, they may have no idea even how to fight their battle because there battle seems so overwhelming to them.

Today in our Scripture, Jesus battles with the Pharisees over the issue as to whether it is permissible to heal on the Sabbath.   And as we look into this confrontation between Jesus and the Pharisees maybe we can discover some things that would help us enlist Jesus to fight our battle because Jesus will not back down from a good fight. And you and I would want Him to fight our battle for us.

Body
To enlist Jesus to fight my battle, I need to be where He can be found.
Mark 3:1 (NIV) 

1 Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 

Let me tell you something, on Sunday morning you are not going to find Jesus in a deer stand or holding a fishing pole on a quiet little pond. Throughout the week, you are not going to find Jesus at the bottom of a beer bottle or during a high from smoking a joint. You are not going to find Him in a gambling casino or on the Internet at some undesirable site. It just amazes me all the places people want to meet Jesus other than church.

A Nashville Newspaper ran an article a while back on this woman in her eighties by the name of Mrs. Lila Craig. It seems that she has not missed church in 1,040 Sundays.  And what I thought was really interesting was the editor’s comments. He said, "It makes one wonder, what's the matter with Mrs. Craig? Doesn't it ever rain or snow in her town on Sunday? Doesn't she ever have unexpected company? How is it that she never goes anywhere on Saturday night so that she's too tired to attend the worship service the next morning? Doesn't she ever 'beg off' to attend picnics, or family reunions, or have headaches, colds, nervous spells, or tired feelings? Doesn't she ever over-sleep or need time to read her Sunday newspaper? Hasn't she ever become angry at the minister or had her feelings hurt by someone and felt justified in staying home to hear a good sermon on the radio or TV? What's the matter with Mrs. Craig anyway?"

Her problem was simple. She believed when the doors of her church were open Jesus would be there and she needed to meet with Him. The man with the shriveled hand must have felt the same way. He had a great excuse not to be there. After all, people will be staring at him and making little comments to each other about his deformed hand. Luke in his Gospel account says it was his right hand. So anytime anybody held out their hand to shake his hand, they would know about his deformity. It would be obvious.

If I have a battle I need Jesus to fight for me, you better believe that I am going to be where I know Jesus can be found. And that is in His church. Mark is quite clear on that. “Another time, he went into the synagogue.”

To enlist Jesus’ help to fight my battle, I need to keep my eyes on Jesus and nobody else.
Mark 3:2 (NIV) 

2 Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. 

I always knew it and now the Scripture confirms it- churches are full of people watchers. The Pharisees were watching Jesus closely to see if He broke their Sabbath law. They were not there to worship Him; they were there to inspect Him. They were there to observe why He came. 

There are people who come to church just to see who else is coming to church. There are people who come to church to serve as our fashion police. They are the ones that tell you that your outfit doesn’t match or it too soon to wear white or to ask you if you wore that outfit last week. And there are others who come to church just to be seen. It is important for them to be seen. It might help them in their job or their standing in the community.

None of these reasons will get Jesus to fight my battle for me. I don’t believe that the man with the shriveled hand ever took his eyes off of Jesus. But His reason was different than the Pharisees. He wanted Jesus to fight His battle for Him. Jesus never had to ask Him to pay attention to Him. He was fixed on Jesus because He needed Jesus.

There will be a time in your life that you will have to learn to fix your eyes on Jesus because He will be the only one that can fight your battle for you. Your doctor can’t fight it; your lawyer can’t fight it; your accountant can’t fight it; your minister can’t fight it. Only Jesus can fight your battle for you. And you better keep your eyes on Him and nobody else.

To enlist Jesus’ help to fight my battle, I have to believe that when Jesus comes to church, He comes to work.
Mark 3:2-3 (NIV) 

2 Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. 

3 Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand "Stand up in front of everyone." 

You and I when we come to church we mostly come as spectators. If you don’t think that is true listen to us sing. You can hear the choir, you can hear Janet but for the rest of us our voices are but a whisper. Watch during the invitation time, your hands will hold on to those pews in front of you for dear life rather than walking the aisle and get involved. And if you thought I was going ask someone to pray during the service, watch how many people would duck not to be seen.

 I am so glad that when Jesus went to the synagogue, He never came as a spectator. Remember when Jesus was 12 years old, Mary and Joseph couldn’t find Him but later discover that He was speaking with the religious leaders about the Scriptures. I am so glad that when Jesus went to the synagogue in this passage of Scripture, he healed the man with a withered hand. I am glad that when Jesus went to the synagogue at other times He read from God’s Word and spoke to the people as One having authority and power.

When Jesus comes to church, He comes to work and not be a spectator. And that is Good News for you and I because somebody here may need a healing from Him. Somebody else might need a word of direction for their life. Somebody else might need to replace the turmoil in their heart with the peace of God. And Jesus never goes to church to watch. He goes to church to work.

To enlist Jesus’ help to fight my battle, I need an open heart to whatever God wants to do in my life.
Mark 3:4-5 (NIV) 

4 Then Jesus asked them, "Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?" But they remained silent. 

5 He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 

Jesus says the Pharisees have stubborn heart. When I think of a stubborn heart, the picture that comes to my mind is the picture of a parent and a teenage child. The parent might be telling the child go clean your room. And the child’s response, is “no” I am going out with my friends.  Your parent wants you to do something and you say “no”. That to me is a stubborn heart. You are refusing to yield your desires to your parent’s desires for you. The Pharisees were refusing to yield their desires to God’s desires for them. Their hearts were stubborn. 

I believe that Jesus would have loved to work in the lives of the Pharisees as he did with the man with the shriveled hand. But He couldn’t because they had different types of hearts. The man with the shriveled hand was open to what God wanted to do in his life. The Pharisees were fighting what God wanted to do on the Sabbath.  In fact, they were fighting Jesus on a lot more issues than just the Sabbath. 

There is no way that I can enlist God today to fight my battle, if I have a stubborn heart. With a stubborn heart, Jesus and I are in conflict not on the same side.  I have to be open to God and what He wants to do in my life if I expect that He will fight for me.

To enlist Jesus’ help to fight my battle, I must exercise faith and obedience to God.
Mark 3:5 (NIV) 

5 He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 

This man exercised faith and obedience to God. Notice in verse 3 Jesus is not going to heal him in his pew. He called Him down front; in front of the whole assembly and tells him to stand there. There is the obedience. There are some Sunday mornings during our invitation that I can look out at our church family and see in your faces that God wants to work in your life but you are not willing to take that first step of obedience toward the altar. The man had no hesitation, he came forward.

He showed obedience toward Jesus but he also showed faith in Jesus. If you have a shriveled hand it is hard to stretch it forth. Jesus was asking him to do the very thing that the man couldn’t do with his hand. Not only that Jesus is asking him to show his weakness before the whole assembly gathered. If he stretches forth his hand than everybody will know that he had a shriveled hand. But you know what; his faith was greater than his embarrassment.

He put his hand forth, and it was healed completely.

Now here is the tragedy. Some people need to enlist Jesus to fight their battles but they never will.
Mark 3:6 (NIV) 

6 Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus. 

Don’t you know that the Pharisees had problems just like the man with the shriveled hand? I would dare say that there is no body in this church this morning that doesn’t have a problem of some type for which they need to enlist Jesus to fight the battle.

The invitation will be given. Some of you will come to the altar. But others who need to come to the altar won’t. Instead they will walk out of church never enlisting Jesus to fight their battle. That was the tragedy of the Pharisees. The Scripture says, “They went out.” I hope this morning that this is not your tragedy. Enlist Jesus to fight your battle before you leave this church this morning.

Let us pray. 
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