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Introduction:

The most recent Gallup polls show that 68% of all Americans are dissatisfied with the way things are going in the United States at this time. Fifty nine percent disapprove of the job that President Bush is doing.

If I bring these surveys closer to home, I discover only 42% of the America’s workforce is completely satisfied with their job. That means that 58% of all people working are only partially satisfied to completely dissatisfied with their job.

In terms of how things are going in our personal lives 13% of all Americans are dissatisfied with their life. That means that more than 10% of all Americans think their life is going in the wrong direction.
And so what I see as result of these four surveys is a high level of dissatisfaction among people.  People are generally dissatisfied. And if those surveys hold true that means there are people in this church house this morning that are dissatisfied about something going on in their life. So I want to know what can be done about it. If I am dissatisfied as a Christian with my life what help does the Bible give me so that I can make my life better? What help does Jesus give me so that I can make my life better? 
To explore why I might be dissatisfied and what can be done, I have chosen the passage of Mark 2:13-17, the calling of Levi to become one of Jesus’ disciples. 
Body:

1. I might be dissatisfied with my life because I have not surrendered completely to Jesus.  Today, I need to surrender everything to Him.
Mark 2:14 (NIV) 
14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 

A. Levi was a tax collector. When Jesus sees him for the very first time, Levi is sitting in the tax collector’s booth. Levi would probably been very wealthy because tax collectors were dishonest people who gained their wealth by overtaxing the people. This also meant that he was probably very disliked or even possibly hated by the people he taxed.
B. He was probably very dissatisfied with his job. He felt the tension day by day between doing his job and the people who hated him. He felt the tension day by day between his wealth and the people he saw around him who had very little and he was over taxing. 
C. When Jesus says “Follow Me” in verse 14, there is no hesitation on Levi’s part. He was looking for a way out of his dissatisfaction with his life and He found it in the person of Jesus Christ. So, he surrenders what many of us would consider very valuable and never want to give up. That is: a high paying job. 
D. What is it in your life that you have not surrendered to God? Whatever it is you have not surrendered to God, it is that very thing that will bring you dissatisfaction. Remember, the rich young ruler would not surrender his wealth, and the Bible says that he went away sad. His wealth had brought dissatisfaction but he was not willing to give it up.

E. What are we to surrender to God? The answer is simple: everything. 

Romans 12:1 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 
F. Think! Is there something you have not surrendered to God?  There may be the root of your dissatisfaction.
2. I might be dissatisfied with my life because I haven’t spent time with Jesus like I should. Today, I need to begin fellowshipping with Jesus more.
Mark 2:15 (NIV) 
15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 

A. There is something unique about eating with someone. Think about when you were dating. Were was the first place you went? Usually, it is to a restaurant and it is there you found out so much about the person you were dating.
B. Levi invites Jesus to his house so that He could find out more about Jesus. In other words, he took the opportunity to come to know Jesus better. For Levi, it was one thing to follow Jesus but it was an equally important to learn as much as he could about Jesus. He took the time to fellowship with Him.  

C. There are many Christians who have followed Him in salvation but have not taken the time to know Him like they should. They have neglected spending time in prayer like they should. They have neglected reading their Bible like they should. They have neglected fellowshipping with other Christians like God has commanded them.
D. And those Christians want to know why they so dissatisfied with their life. They have neglected fellowship with God. And today they need to make a commitment to fellowship with God like they should.
3. I might be dissatisfied with my life because I don’t speak out about my relationship with God like I should. Today, I need to be bolder in telling others about Jesus. 
Mark 2:15 (NIV) 
15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 

A. I will concede that sinners that gathered at Levi’s house to meet Jesus may not have been invited by Levi. But I think that you would agree with me that Levi must have invited his fellow tax collectors because the Bible makes the point to say that “many tax collectors” gathered at Levi’s house. They came simply because Levi told them about Jesus.

B.   When was the last time you told somebody about Jesus? We are going to be dissatisfied in our Christian life if we are not telling people about Jesus because Jesus has put it in our hearts that we are to be his witnesses. One of the jobs of the Holy Spirit is to lead us to tell others about what Jesus has done for us. We are to be ambassadors of the Good News of the Gospel. Shyness has no place in the Christian life.
C. You want to have a sense of personal satisfaction in your life then tell someone about Jesus. Lead someone to Christ and I don’t know who is happier, the person saved or you because you shared your faith.

D. So many Christians are dissatisfied because they keep their mouth shut about Jesus. Instead of sharing their faith at that right moment, they say nothing. You want to experience satisfaction in your life start talking about Jesus to others.

4.  I might be dissatisfied with my life because I deceived myself into following a religion. Today, I need to break free from religion and follow the person of Jesus Christ.

Mark 2:16 (NIV) 
16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the "sinners" and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: "Why does he eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 

A. Levi was dissatisfied with his life and did something about it. He followed Jesus. The Pharisees were dissatisfied with their life but stayed dissatisfied because they followed a religion.
B. Just so you know there is a big difference between Jesus and religion. Religion will never get you to heaven. Jesus is the only way to get to heaven. Religion is man’s attempt to work his way to God. Jesus is God’s gift to reach man. Religion is works. Jesus did all the work. Religion is membership. Jesus is relationship. Religion will make it difficult to meet God. Jesus makes it easy for us to met the Father. 
C. Being a good Southern Baptist isn’t going to get you to heaven. Neither is any other religion going to get you to heaven.  Jesus says I am the way, the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father but by me. 
D. Somebody today may be dissatisfied in their life because religion has held them hostage for so long. Today, you need to be freed by Jesus Christ.
5. I might be dissatisfied with my life because I refuse to admit to myself and Jesus that I got a problem. Today, I need to get honest with myself and with God.
Mark 2:17 (NIV) 
17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

A. Too many people put on this fake front that everything is well and their life couldn’t be better. 

If you want to be dissatisfied in your life keep telling yourself everything is OK with me. 
B. Levi, sitting in the tax collector’s booth, followed Jesus was one reason. He got honest with himself; he wasn’t satisfied in his life and he was willing to admit it.

C. In a few moments we are going to have an invitation and the altar will be open. The altar will remain empty if we are not honest with ourselves. We wouldn’t have enough room at the altar if everyone here got really honest with themselves and God.

D. I will never find satisfaction if I don’t allow the Great Physician to bring healing in my life. Whether it is spiritual, emotional, physical or psychological, I need the Great Physician and so do you.

Conclusion:

Today, with every head bowed and every eye closed can you say that I am satisfied with my life? Some of you could not raise your hand. If you could not raise your hand, would you be honest today and slip your hand up right now so that I might pray for you?
In a few moments the music will begin and the altar will be open. Will you come to talk with God? Tell Him about your dissatisfaction. Ask Him to take it away and fill that spot with satisfaction.
Let Us Pray!
