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Introduction:

We all come to church needing something from God. To be truthful, that is the ultimate reason why we come. We need something from God. It may be for a New Beginning because our life hasn’t turned out like we want; it may be for healing because the doctors are saying that there is nothing else they can do; it may be for a Word from God to bring peace to my heart which is unsettled; it may be for forgiveness from God for something that I said or did. But sadly enough we all don’t leave church having gotten the exact thing that we need from God. And I want to know why.
In our passage of Scripture this morning, Jesus tells us a parable of two men who went to church and one left church getting exactly what he needed and the other left church not getting from God what he needed. And I want to know why he didn’t get what he needed.
So turn with me in your Bible to Luke 18:9-14.

Body:
1. We will not get what we came to church to get if we enter church thinking that we are better than anybody else.
Luke 18:9 (NIV) 
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 

a. Let me ask you a couple of questions to help you determine if you think you are better than anyone else.

1. Do you look around to see who is not here and think to yourself that you are better than they are?


2. Do you ever think to yourself at least I do more in this church than so and so does?


3. Do you ever find yourself putting down on some one else in this church to make yourself look better?


4. Do you ever think to yourself that this church might be hurt if I ever quit giving what I am giving?



5. Do you ever think to yourself that that I sure hope that this church doesn’t open its door and let everybody in? After all, there are just some people we wouldn’t want to have in this church.

b. Truthfully, I believe that every one of us in this room has answered one or more of these questions with a “yes.”

c. And that my friends is the attitude that we need to guard against if we want to get something from our church services. We should never think we have arrived; we should never think that this church has arrived; this pastor should never think that he has arrived. Because the moment we do that it is the moment we stop getting what we need to be getting from God.
2. We will not get what we came to church to get if our worship is not directed to God alone.
Luke 18:10 (NIV) 
10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 

a. When you read verse 10 you would get the impression that both the Pharisee and the tax collector are coming up to the temple to worship God. After all, they both are heading to the temple to pray. 

b. But it is when the Pharisee opens his mouth we discover his worship is not directed toward God but directed toward himself. He came to church to make himself feel good about himself.

c. Here is the danger for churches today: there are too many churches whose purpose is to spend an hour or two with you so that they can make you feel good about yourself.

d. That is not what church is all about. When we get together as a church family we need to talk about God’s perfect standard of holiness and how we have not lived up to that standard and how we better repent because of our short coming.

e. I rather be in a church that steps on my feet hard rather than a church that valet parks my car. I rather be in a church that feeds me the Word of God rather than feeds me coffee and donuts on Sunday morning. I would rather be in a church that pricks my heart rather than a church that gives me a warm and fuzzy feeling all over.
f. Too many of us don’t get what we need from church because we rather make ourselves feel good rather than worship God.

3. We will not get what we came to church to get if we think that we have to impress God in order to get what we need.
Luke 18:11-12 (NIV) 
11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. 
12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' 

a. I not really sure who the Pharisee is trying to impress- whether he is trying to impress himself or whether he is trying to impress God.  
b. Assuming that Pharisee is trying to impress God I want to tell you that God is not impressed with him or for that matter any of us. God is not impressed with Bro Dave; He not impressed with Larry Whitehead; He is not impressed with Obie Simmons; He is not impressed with any of us. Not a single one of us in this room impresses God.
c. The Bible is quite clear there is nothing you and I can do to impress God.

Isaiah 64:6 (NIV) 
6  …and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags… 

d. So if you are coming to church trying to impress God in order to get what you need, you are going to miss out on what you need from God.
4. We will not get what we came to church to get if we can’t truly be honest with God about where we are spiritually.

Luke 18:13 (NIV) 
13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 

a. The thing that impresses me about this tax collector is his honesty with God about where he is spiritually. He calls himself a sinner. He is telling God that I have missed the mark. I haven’t lived my life the way that I should have and I need your help.
b. Some of you sit in church week after week hurting because your marriage isn’t what it should be and you haven’t gotten what you needed because you haven’t been honest with God about where your marriage is.

c. Some of you sit in this church week after week struggling with your addiction problem and you haven’t gotten what you needed from God because you haven’t been honest with God about how bad your problem really is.

d. Some of you sit in this church week after week overwhelmed with guilt in your life for something you have done in your past and you haven’t gotten from God what you needed because you haven’t been honest with God about how bad you hurt inside.
e. The tax collector came to church that day to do business with God. I pray that you are here this morning because you need to do some business with God.

5. We will not get what we came to church to get if we leave this church still carrying our burdens.
Luke 18:14 (NIV) 
14 "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

a. Both men came up to church; both men came to pray; both men left church. One was set free of his burdens and the other carried his burdens back home with him.

b. The difference was that one met God the way that God wanted to be met. If you humble yourself before God, God will lift you up. The other man attempted to met God on his own terms and so he tried to impress God how good he was. And Jesus tells us very clearly that He would have none of that.

c. We have an altar. It is a place where you can come to humble yourself before God. It is a place where you can leave your burdens. It is a place where you can walk away from your burdens. In a few moments we are going to have an invitation and this is your opportunity. The tax collector seized his opportunity but the Pharisee didn’t. There will be people in this church that seize their opportunity and for that I praise God but sadly there will be some that don’t. 

d. How are you going to leave church today? Are you going to leave like the Pharisee or the tax collector? It is your choice?

Let us pray!  
