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1. Introduction

1.1. Ain’t No Mountain High Enough" was a 1967 hit single recorded by Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell.

1.2. It goes something like this:
Ain’t no mountain high enough
Ain’t no valley low
Ain’t no river wide enough
To keep me from getting to you

If you need me, call me
No matter where you are
No matter how far
Just call my name
I’ll be there in a hurry
You don’t have to worry

My love is alive
Way down in my heart
Although we are miles apart
If you need a helping hand
I’ll be thereon the double
As fast as I can
1.3. It is a song of a lover and what he would do to prove his love. And it reminds me of the passage of Scripture in Mark Chapter 6 in which Jesus tries to prove His love for the people in His hometown of Nazareth. And just as Jesus tried to prove His love to them; He tries to prove His love to each one of us. So let us see how Jesus proves His love to us and then we will look at two ways that we reject His love.

1.4. Turn with me in your bible to Mark 6:1-6.

2. Body

2.1. Jesus proves His love for me by having patience with me.

Mark 6:1 (NIV) 
1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 
2.1.1. This was His second visit to His hometown. He had already been back to His hometown. In the fourth chapter of Luke we are told about Jesus going into the synagogue and reading from Isaiah 61 and telling the people that this Scripture had been fulfilled in His coming. The people became angry and took Jesus outside of the city to throw him over the cliff but the Bible says that He walked through the crowd and went on His way.
2.1.2. And now this is His second visit. What would cause Him to go back to Nazareth after such an unfriendly welcome the first time? The only thing I can think of is the patience of God with me.

2.1.3. How many times have I messed up in my life? It could be in my marriage; it could have been in my finances; it could be the way I destroyed my own body with drugs or alcohol. And yet God has given me opportunity after opportunity to straighten up my life. That is the patience of God at work.

2.1.4. Think about how opportunities God had given you to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior before you finally did. If you don’t know Jesus as your Savior think about how many times he has tugged at your heart and you may have refused His invitation. That is the patience of God at work.

2.1.5. The church doesn’t have patience with people like Jesus does. You mess up big one time then usually church people want to wash their hands of you. God’s people need to give others the opportunity to fail and come back to God and not hold it against them.

2.2. Jesus proves His love for me by continuing to pursue me.

Mark 6:2 (NIV) 
2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What’s this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! 
2.2.1. The first time in Luke’s Gospel chapter 4 when Jesus opened up the Scriptures to the congregation and told them it was fulfilled in their hearing, the people become enraged and wanted to throw Him over the cliff but He escaped.

2.2.2. It is one thing for God to have patience and not destroyed them; but the remarkably thing is that Jesus goes back to Nazareth, goes back to the synagogue, and goes back to the Scriptures to teach them. He is pursuing them in spite of their previous rejection of Him.

2.2.3. If you are here thinking that you are pursing God, you are wrong. You are here because God is pursing you.

2.2.4. I am glad that God doesn’t pursue me like I pursue praying for my family members that are lost. They wouldn’t have a change for eternal life. I am glad that God doesn’t pursue me like I pray to Him or we wouldn’t talk that often. I am glad that God doesn’t pursue me like I read my Bible or I would be taking the wrong path more often than I do.

2.2.5. If you are not saved today, I can promise you this: God will pursue you all the way to the gates of Hell. If you know Christ as your Savior, I can promise you this: He will pursue you to follow His plan for your life until you are in His presence in eternity.

2.3. Jesus proves His love for me by sharing His wisdom with me.

Mark 6:2 (NIV) 
2 … “Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! 
2.3.1. When I was growing up I believe that one of the ways that my parents demonstrated their love for me is by sharing their wisdom they had learned along life’s way. It would always begin with something like this: “I don’t want you to learn the hard way like I did” or “I don’t want you to make the same mistakes that I have made.” It was certainly their way of telling me that they loved me and they want to spare me trouble because of that love. And we desperately need God’s wisdom.

2.3.2. And so when Jesus shares with them the wisdom of the Father, it was His way of telling them that He loved them. And we desperately need His wisdom. Why? Proverbs tells us very plainly:

Proverbs 14:12 (NIV) 
12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. 
2.3.3. The wisdom that I have, the wisdom of this world, may make perfect sense; it may sound perfectly good up front but it will always send me down the wrong path in the end.

2.3.4. God shows His love by sharing His wisdom.

2.4. Jesus proves His love for me by doing the miraculous in my life.

Mark 6:2 (NIV) 
2… that he even does miracles! 
2.4.1. There is not a person in this room that God has not done some miracle for in their life. My wife’s cancer is in remission- it is a miracle of God. I didn’t have a heart attack when my major artery to my heart was blocked- it was a miracle of God. God has put back together in this church several marriages- it is a miracle of God. God has freed some people in this church from the bondage of alcohol and drugs-it was a miracle. God has taken a church that didn’t have many children and given us a lot of children running around- it was a miracle.

2.4.2. All throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry He performed miracles to demonstrate His love for the people. His primary purpose was not to be a miracle worker but a Savior but He used healing people to demonstrate His love.

2.4.3. And I believe that God would love to demonstrate His love for you by doing a miracle in your life. 

2.5. I reject God’s love by not being moved or excited about what He is doing in my life. 

Mark 6:3 (NIV) 
3 Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 
2.5.1. Maybe I shouldn’t be like this but I am. If I buy Anne a great Christmas present, I like her to make a fuss about it. It would be hurt if I bought her something and all she could say was “ole well.” 

2.5.2. Jesus had returned to Nazareth for the second time to share the wisdom of God and to bring miracles to His people but the people couldn’t get excited about what He was doing.

2.5.3. There are times I think that God is disappointed because He has done something great in our life or the life of this church and we can’t get excited about it.

2.5.4. Not to get excited about what God is doing is to reject his love.

2.6. I reject God’s love by my unbelief.

Mark 6:6 (NIV) 
6 And he was amazed at their lack of faith. 
2.6.1. God’s love is extended to you and me. Unbelief is like the switch that turns off the love of God in my life. Power is coming to the outlet or to the light but the switch in the off position does not allow it to make the connection.

2.6.2. God’s loves you and me but our unbelief doesn’t allow His love to flow through our hearts like it should.

3. Conclusion

Mark 6:5 (NIV) 
5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 
There was something blocking God from truly showing His love for the people of Nazareth? My question to you today is: are you experiencing the full love of God in your life. If not, I invite you to the altar this morning to talk to God about what might be blocking you from experiencing the wonderful love of God in your day by day life.

Will you come to the altar and talk with Him? 
	


