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Introduction:

If I were to ask you this morning to look back over your life and find an event or an opportunity that you regret missing out on, I am sure every one of us in this room can find at least one missed opportunity.

The Bible is full of missed opportunities. In the Old Testament the Israelites missed out on the opportunity of entering the Promised Land because they discovered giants when they sent spies in to search out the land. And as a result they wandered 40 years in the desert.

The rich young ruler in the New Testament missed out on the opportunity of eternal life because he was too attached to his wealth. And as result the Bible tells us that he went away sad.
In the words of Jesus, in the parable of the ten virgins, five were foolish and did not bring enough oil and when the bridge groom finally arrived they missed out on the opportunity of attending the Great Wedding Feast.

I wonder in the four Gospels how many people missed out on the opportunity for healing because they didn’t go to where Jesus was for whatever reason.

In the Book of Acts, King Agrippa was witnessed to by the great evangelist the world have ever known, the Apostle Paul, and yet the Bible says that he was almost persuaded to be a Christian but something help him back. I wonder how much he regrets that missed opportunity today as he lives out his eternal damnation.
With all this missed opportunity, I find it refreshing when I come across a passage of Scripture in which the opportunities were seized and not squandered away. I also believe that we can learn some valuable lessons that we can apply to our own lives when we look at two people who choose not to miss their opportunities.
Turn in your Bible to Acts 8:26-40. 
Body:

1. You will most likely not miss your opportunity if you will follow God even if you don’t know exactly where He is leading you. 
Acts 8:26 (NIV) 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 

a. Picture the opening scene in this passage of Scripture.  An angel tells Philip to head south on the desert road that goes from Jerusalem to Gaza. But notice two things that the angel doesn’t tell Philip.  He doesn’t tell him what he is to do when he gets there and he does not tell him why he has to go there. But the next verse says Philip started out; he started out without knowing the answers to the “what “or “why” questions.
b. I believe that many of miss our opportunity, especially when it comes to serving God, because we think we need to know everything about what He is asking us to do before we take that first step.

c. God doesn’t work that way. God tells us what we need to know when we need to know it. Abraham didn’t know that God would supply a ram in the thicket until he raised his knife to sacrifice his only son unto God. 
d. God told Noah to build an ark and to bring two of every living creature on the ark with him because God was to bring a flood upon the earth. God didn’t tell Noah that it was going to rain 40 days and 40 nights until after the ark was completed. He never did tell Noah that it would be nearly a year after the rains stopped before He would be able to leave the ark.  God told Noah what he needed to know when he needed to know it.
e. And God tells us what we need to know when we need to know it. And if you are waiting for God to tell you everything before you take that first step you are going to miss the opportunity that God has for you.

2. You will most likely not miss your opportunity if you stay obedient to God.
Acts 8:27-29 (NIV) 
27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 
28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 
29 The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." 

a. The first time the angel tells him to head out to the desert, Philip is obedient. And then we see that the Spirit tells him to go stand near the chariot and Philip goes up to the chariot in obedience to the Spirit’s command.

b. It was his obedience that allowed him not to miss out on his opportunity. But if that is true, and I know it is, the trouble with disobedience is that it causes us to break our fellowship with God but it also may cause us to miss our opportunity. An opportunity might come out way right in the midst of our disobedience.
c. Didn’t Lot‘s wife through her disobedience miss her opportunity to leave Sodom and Gomorrah before God sent down fire and brimstone? Didn’t the Israelites miss their opportunity to enter the Promise Land because in their disobedience they hesitated entering because of the giants in the land? 

d. I wonder in my life and in your life how many opportunities have been missed because of our disobedience. 
3. You will most likely not miss your opportunity if you can believe that it doesn’t have to be big to be God.
Acts 8:4-8 (NIV) 
4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 
5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 
6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. 
7 With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. 
8 So there was great joy in that city. 

Acts 8:31 (NIV) 
31 "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

a. Philip was involved in winning souls in the great city of Samaria. He was preaching the Gospel and performing miracles and getting quite a reputation within the city. It was a big deal. But notice what God does with Philip. He sends him from Samaria to a desert road. He sends him from a great gathering of people to talk with one person. He sends him from performing miracles of healing to answering questions about the Bible. Philip went from the glamorous to the ordinary. Philip went from the big crowds to a meeting of one. But both were God.
b. It simply doesn’t have to be big or glamorous to be God. Didn’t God use a few fish and a couple of loaves of bread to feed a multitude? 
c. But we think it has to be big to be God. We think that God is more involved in the big church with all its many activities as compared to the country church with its few activities and fewer people. I am here to tell you that they have no more of God than we do. God is just as involved in the life of a small church as He is in the big church. God was just as involved in the life of the eunuch as He was in the great crowds of Samaria.

d. So maybe what I need to do is to look for God working in the small things of my life. I had better not miss my opportunity by thinking it has to be big to be God.  
e. That small tug at your heart during the invitation may be your big opportunity. And if you sense that small tug at your heart then you need to take that step to the altar.

4. You will most likely not miss your opportunity if you are looking for your opportunity.
Acts 8:36 (NIV) 
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" 

a. The eunuch was looking for his opportunity to be baptized and so when he saw water, he knew that his opportunity had arrived. And he was not going to let that opportunity pass by. He ordered the chariot stopped and he got out and was baptized by Philip.
b. You know why we don’t win more souls for the kingdom of God? It is because we are not looking for the opportunity to win a soul to God. You know why we don’t invite more people to church? It is because we are not looking for the opportunity to invite more people to church.
c. It amazes me when people lose their jobs that they don’t go out and fill applications everywhere. How are you going to find a job if you are not looking for a job?

d. How are you going to improve your marriage if you are not looking for the opportunities God has given you to improve your marriage? How are you going to break that addiction if you are not looking that God has given you to break that addiction. I believe that sometimes we are happier in our ruts and so we don’t look for our opportunities.
e. James says it pretty plainly. You have not because you ask not. The opportunities are in your live; are you looking for them?
5.  You will most likely not miss your opportunity if you have learned to be faithful in the opportunities that have come your way in the past.

Acts 8:39-40 (NIV) 
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 
40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

a. We find Philip after leaving the eunuch ministering to other people. You know why I would expect that? It was because Philip was faithful to God in Samaria and Philip was faithful to God on the desert road.  

b. You know why I would have expected David to kill Goliath? It was because David was faithful in watching his sheep and protected them by killing the lion and the bear. 
c. Because both men were faithful in previous opportunities that God have given them I was confident that they would find the opportunities that God had for them after the desert road experience and after shepherding the sheep.
d. Doesn’t the Scripture tell us if we are faithful in small things, God will place us in charge of large things?

Conclusion:
So many people miss their opportunity. The Bible is full of people who missed their opportunity. Churches are full of people who have missed their opportunity. 

Today, God may be giving you an opportunity to come to an altar and talk with Him about things that are going on within your heart. You know what you are dealing with and God knows too. Will you take that small step; will you listen to that small tug at your heart and find that opportunity that God is offering you today.

Let us pray.  
