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Introduction:

When I was growing up in New Orleans, my next door neighbor was Jerry Baggert who was also my best friend. Being typical young boys he and I would always seem to be getting in trouble with our parents.

And one of my mother’s favorite questions to me when I got in trouble was: “why did you do it?” And my favorite answer to her would always be the same: “because Jerry Baggert did it.” And to which she would generally respond, “Two wrongs don’t make a right.”
That must have stuck with me all these years because I find myself telling the kids at school that exact same thing. When one child does something just because the other one did it, I find myself telling them what my mother told me; “two wrongs don’t make a right.” And that is a pretty good principle to live by.
The Bible has one that is similar. Three rights shouldn’t make a wrong. I get that from the story of the rich young ruler. The young ruler went to the right person to ask his question- He went to Jesus; he asked the right question- “What must I do to gain eternal life?” and Jesus gave him the right answer, three rights but the young ruler chose the wrong response. Three rights shouldn’t make a wrong but it did in this case.
And I believe that same thing can happen to us. We know the right person to ask; we know the right question to ask; and we know that Jesus will always give us the right answer but our response is wrong. And today I want to know why. Why the Wrong Response if we ask the right questions?
Turn in your Bibles to Mark 10:17-23.
Body:

1. We respond wrong to the right questions because sometimes the questions we might ask Jesus are just for show.
Mark 10:17 (NIV) 
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

a. This rich young ruler has obviously never met Jesus before. He had obviously heard of Jesus. He obviously believed in his mind that Jesus could save people. But the rich young ruler obviously believed that he had done everything he needed to do to have eternal life. We see that as we read the rest of this passage of Scripture.
b. So the question that He asked Jesus. “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” was just for show. There was show in the question itself but there was show in the manner in which he delivered the question. He ran up to Jesus and fell on his knees which would make you think this man will do whatever  it takes to get eternal life.

c. If you and I were spectators that day we would have said that this man is serious about getting eternal life. His question tells me that and the manner in which he delivered the questions tells me that. There is no doubt that this man wants eternal life but we would have been fooled; only Jesus wasn’t.
d. Some of us this morning are fooling ourselves but Jesus isn’t fooled. We have asked the right person; we have asked the right question; and Jesus has given us the right answer, and we have deceived ourselves into thinking that we have given Him the right response. But we know in our heart of hearts that we have not done what God has told us to do.

e. If you have done what God has told you to do I wouldn’t have to beg you to find a place of service in this church and get busy serving God! If you have done what God has told you to do I wouldn’t have to plead with you to make a commitment to this church by joining it! If you have done what God has told you to do I wouldn’t have to hold the invitation open as long as I do because you will step out immediately in obedience to God! 

2. We respond wrong to the right questions because sometimes we chose our standard to live by rather than God’s standard to live by.

Mark 10:20 (NIV) 
20 "Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy." 

a. Jesus does something really interesting with this rich young ruler. In verse 19, Jesus tells him that I know the standard that you are living by. And then Jesus gives this man a list of commandments that He knows that the rich young ruler has followed.

b. But then in verse 21 Jesus ask him indirectly but what about the other commandments. What about thou shall not covet? What about you should have no other gods before me? 

c. And what Jesus was telling him is just because I know the standard you live by doesn’t make it the right standard. And Jesus is telling us also that you cannot make up your own standard to follow God. I am better then so and so is not acceptable to God. At least I came to church more than so and so is not acceptable to God. I am a pretty God person and I haven’t hurt anybody is not acceptable to God.

d. In case you haven’t heard, God standard is holiness and that is the standard we are to live up to.

1 Peter 1:16 (NIV) 
16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." 
e. Anything less than we are giving the wrong response. And the only way for you and I to live a holy life is to allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us.
3. We respond wrong to the right questions because we just don’t understand how much we can trust God’s love for us.

Mark 10:21 (NIV) 
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

a. We can tell from verse 17 that this was the very first time this man has met Jesus. But Jesus says something kind of incredible to this man and I want you to catch it.  “Jesus looked at him and loved him.”  Jesus doesn’t use present tense to describe his love but rather chooses a past tense verb. Jesus is saying I have always loved you. Even though you have only met me for the first time today, I have always loved you. And even when you make this terrible wrong decision you are about to make I will love you.
b. That kind of love is hard for us to understand. And it is even harder for someone to understand if they didn’t receive unconditional love from their parents. And it is hard for someone to understand if I don’t show that unconditional love to everyone that comes across my path. And it is hard for someone to understand that type of love of love if God’s church don’t show unconditional love to every one that walks through these doors. 

c. So many people ask the right question; ask the right person; get the right answer but response wrongly because they have never seen unconditional love and can’t comprehend the love of God for them.   
4. We respond wrong to the right questions because there are certain areas of our life that we are not willing to relinquish control.
Mark 10:22 (NIV) 
22 At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

a. For the rich young ruler his wealth was going to stand in the way of his eternal salvation. A man who when he first came up to Jesus you would have thought that he would have done anything it takes to get eternal life but he couldn’t give it up; he could relinquish control of his money. The ruler had made money his God.

b. Some of us as Christians today in this room are not living the abundant life that God has promised us because we can’t give it up. We can’t relinquish control of a certain area of our life to Him. 
c. Maybe I haven’t stopped over eating because I haven’t giving that area of my life over to God. Some of you haven’t given up your addiction whether it is to cigarettes, alcohol or drugs because you haven’t given that area over to God. Some of you are in financial bondage today because you haven’t given your finances over to God. Some of you may be anxiety ridden because you haven’t given your children or grandchildren over to God.

d. Sometimes I ask the right person; ask the right question; get the right answer but in my stubbornness I refuse to give up that area of my life over to God.

My question to you is: Where is the area in your life that you haven’t given God control. God wants control of that area also, can you give it to Him this morning.
5. We respond wrong to the right questions because sometimes we really don’t understand how much our disobedience will cost us.
Mark 10:23 (NIV) 
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!" 

a. That day, his walking away from Jesus cost the rich young ruler his eternal salvation. What a price to pay for obedience!

b. He missed the treasures of heaven. He missed the streets of gold. He missed out on seeing the eternal city- the new Jerusalem. He missed out on eternal life with Jesus. But sadly, the most important thing is today, right this very moment, this man knows what a fool he was, but it is too late for him to do anything about it. He knows today what a mistake it was to be disobedient to Jesus.
c. Friends, listen to me, it is not too late for you.
You can do something about your disobedience. Somebody’s disobedience today may be costing them peace of mind. Somebody’s disobedience today may be costing them their family. Somebody’s disobedience today may end up costing them their life. And sadly, somebody’s disobedience today may cost them their eternal life.
d. The rich young ruler can’t do anything about his disobedience. It is too late for him but it is not too late for you.
e. Listen closely to the words of Jesus:
Matthew 16:26 (NIV) 
26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 
Conclusion:
A cathedral in Lubeck, Germany has these words inscribed on its walls.

You call Me master and obey Me not. You call Me light and see Me not. You call Me the way and walk Me not. You call Me the life and live Me not. You call Me wise and follow Me not. You call Me fair and love Me not. You call Me rich and ask Me not. You call Me eternal and see Me not.

And what that tells me so aptly are all the ways I give a wrong response when I ask the right question, to the right person and get the right answer.

Something just doesn’t add up. Three right answers shouldn’t give us a wrong response. I am inviting you today to the altar to fix this problem. That wrong response needs to be made  right. Will you come and make it right with God?

Let us Pray!  
