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Introduction:

Think about all the ways a person can travel from one place to another nowadays. I guess the most popular form of transportation is the car. But if you are making a long journey you may decide to take a bus, or a train or even an airplane. And then there are some people who love to travel on a boat or a ship and in fact for many people that is their favorite form of spending their vacation. 

Of all those forms of transportation, the airplane is the most unique because when it is doing what it should be doing (that is flying) there is no reverse. When that plane is in the air there is no going in reverse. All other forms of transportation have a reverse. A car can back up; a train can back up; a ship can back up; but you will never see a plane in the air backing up. The truth is that if the plane is not going forward then it is going to crash.

The principle is simple: planes have no reverse when they are doing what they should be doing. And that is how planes are like Christians- neither can travel in reverse without crashing.

. 
As Christians we should have no reverse in our Christian walk. We should always be moving forward in our relationship with God because if we go in reverse, we are going to crash spiritually. 
So this morning, I want to share with you some ways that you might know that you are moving forward and not in danger of a spiritual crash.

Body:
1. You are moving forward and not in danger of a spiritual crash if you will obey when you hear the voice of God or sense that tugging of God at your heart.
Genesis 35:1 (NIV) 
1 Then God said to Jacob, "Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esau." 

A. Jacob heard the voice of God and obeyed. He returned to Bethel as God had instructed him. He did not crash instead God blessed him. God told him to be fruitful and multiply and the land of his father was to be his land. 

B. But the Bible is full of stories of those who hear the voice of God or that tugging of God at their heart and chose not to obey.  Jonah heard the voice of God and chose to head to Tarish rather than Nineveh and as result he had a spiritual crash. Lot’s wife heard the instructions of God when leaving Sodom but chose to disobey and was turned into a pillar of salt. The Israelites on their journey to the Promised Land heard the voice of God that the Promised Land was there but refused to enter because there were giants in the land. As result they remained in the wilderness for 40 years and spiritually crash.
C. I wonder what God is telling you today? I wonder what God is tugging at your heart about? But more importantly what is your answer. Are you going to obey and move forward with God or are you going to disobey and spiritually crash?
2. You are moving forward and not in danger of a spiritual crash if you can remove those things from your life that are you know will hold you back spiritually.
Genesis 35:2 (NIV) 
2 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, "Get rid of the foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. 

A. Jacob tells his family let’s get rid of all the idols that we have in our household. An idol doesn’t have to be a statue; it can be anything or anyone that is more important to you than God.
B. Jacob ordered his house to be cleaned and was spiritually blessed; but Rachel, his wife, chose to disobey and hid one of her father’s idols inside her camel’s saddle and she dies in giving birth to Benjamin. Unfortunately, Rachel spiritually crashed.

C. The rich young ruler who came to Jesus and asked how to receive eternal life went away sad because he could not give up his idol of money. On the day of his death, he spiritually crashed. 

D. God told Abraham to leave his family and go to a land that He promised him and he did just that. He was spiritually blessed.

E. What is it that is holding you back? For some of us it is something from our former lifestyle that we can not get rid of. It could be a bad habit; it could be a sin that we just can not seem to get rid of; it could even be anger at God because something did not go our way.

F. For others it may be a friend or a group of friends that are not Christian and they are holding us back.
They can not understand why you don’t act the way you use to act.
E. The trouble with trying to stay back with those things of our former life is that they may cause us to spiritually crash.

3. You are moving forward and not in danger of a spiritual crash if you don’t let your feelings dictate your life; but allow your faith in God to govern who you are.
Genesis 35:2 (NIV) 
2 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, "Get rid of the foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. 

A. Jacob tells his family to get cleaned up and change their clothes. The interesting thing about clothes is that depending upon what you wear determines what you can do. For example, today I have on a suit. I can’t go wash the car after church in my suit or cut the grass after church in my suit; or go swimming in my suit even if it is a really hot day. If I did those things you would think I am crazy and I would think that I am crazy. I may fell like it but what I have on governs what I can do.
B. You and I have on the suit of Christianity. The Bible tells us that when we accepted Christ old things have passed away and all things have become new. We have put on the suit of Christianity. I can not let my feelings govern what I do; I must let my faith in God govern what I do.

C.I am so glad that Noah did not let his feelings govern his actions because he would have never have spent all those years building that ark. I am so glad that David did not let his feelings govern his action or he would have never fought Goliath. I am so glad that Jesus did not let his feelings govern his actions or He may have not gotten on the cross to die for my sins.
D. Some of us in this room have on the suit of Christianity but it looks like we have been playing in the mud. We have allowed our feelings to govern what we do rather than God and God is calling you into account today.

E. You go ahead and run your life by your feeling and you are going to spiritually crash.

4.  You are moving forward and not in danger of a spiritual crash if you bury and don’t dig back up those things that were holding you back. 
Genesis 35:4 (NIV) 
4 So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at Shechem. 

A. Jacob collected all the idols in the camp and the rings from their ears and buried them at the oak of Shechem. Then they set out, the Bible says. That means one thing to me. They buried them, they left them, and they cannot get back to them.

B.  Do you know what our problem is? We may cast aside those things that are holding us back but we put them in a place where we can get back to them if we need to.
C. Have you ever thought of leaving that thing that is holding you back at the altar today. The word altar means “killing place.” Put that thing at the altar today and bury it there and walk away from it never to dig it back up again. And God promises you that you will not crash.

D. But if you keep that thing where you can get to it, I can promise that you will spiritually crash. Rachel kept her idol where she could get to it in her camel’s saddle and she spiritually crashed.

E. Achan told some possession from one of the cities that the Israelites captured as they move into the Promised Land. He buried them where he could get to them. And God was angry so He allowed the Israelites to be defeated at Ai. We know where we can bury stuff and get to it and we know what we can bury stuff and not get to it. Achan and Rachel buried their junk where they could get to it; Jacob buried his junk where he couldn’t get to it.

F. Where have you been burying your junk? Is it a place where you can get to it?

5. You are moving forward and not in danger of a spiritual crash if you can find it in your heart to worship God no matter what is happening in your life.
Genesis 35:7 (NIV) 
7 There he built an altar, and he called the place El Bethel, because it was there that God revealed himself to him when he was fleeing from his brother. 
A. Jacob had a lot going on in his life. He had to meet with his brother who had not seen in a number of years and from whom he stole his birthright. Dinah his daughter was violated by Shechem and his sons took revenge on Shechem and all the men of the city. But in spite of all that was going on, he built an altar and worshipped God.

B. We all have junk going on in our life. But many of us have allowed the junk to prevent us from worshipping God like we should. Today, Jacob tells us by his life if we are to move forward put aside the junk and move forward. Can you do that today?

Conclusion:

Christians are like airplanes because neither can travel in reverse without crashing. Some of you are dangerously close to traveling in reverse. The Bible is fully of those men and women who have tried to travel in reverse and spiritually crashed. I gave you some examples this morning. Or you going to try it on your own to see if you can be an exception or you going to believe the Word of God and move forward from this place. It is your choice; this is your altar; this is your time. Will you come?
