PAGE  
7

Do You Know What Pleases God?
Ephesians 5:8-21

Dr. Dave M. Hartson

Bala Chitto Baptist Church

July 6, 2003

Introduction:

Do you know what pleases your spouse? Anne loves her feet to be rubbed. She loves to go out to eat and not have to worry with cooking and dirty dishes. She loves the mountains in October when the leaves turn their beautiful colors. And I can go on and on about the things that Anne loves. You see: I am an expert on Anne; after all, I have spent the last 29 years of my life finding out exactly what pleases her.
I didn’t always know what pleased her. I have made some mistakes along the way. I didn’t know that the Christmas I bought her an electric timer to keep track of the time she spent on long distance telephone calls would not be well received. I didn’t know she didn’t like hiking until I took her one summer to Abram Falls in TN and she just plum wore out hiking. I didn’t know that she was not as excited about football until I started dragging her to the games.
What I have learned about Anne, I have learned by trial and error. Anne may even say that I had more errors along the way than successes. Let’s be honest, it’s hard work to find out what pleases somebody.
In our passage of Scripture today, we come to an interesting verse. It says “find out what pleases the Lord” and I say to myself “oh, no” because I know how hard it is to find out what pleases someone. It is indeed hard work. 
So today, we need to start doing some of that work and see if we can discover what pleases God.

 Body:
1. I must first admit that if the Christian life is to “find out what pleases the Lord”, I am going to make some errors along the way.

Vs 10- find out what pleases the Lord.

A. In finding out what pleased Anne, I have to admit that I made some errors along the way.

B. If I am to find out what pleases God then I am going to make some errors along the way also. But so did Bible people way before me, and so will Christians behind me.

C.  For example, Abram in his struggle to find out what pleases the Lord though he would help God by having a child through his servant Hagar. It was probably a good intention but it did not please God.

D. Moses desired to lead the people out of Egypt way before God was ready for him to do that. It was a good intention, but it resulted in a death of an Egyptian and it didn’t please God.

E. So, I must face it: along my journey to find out what pleases God I will make mistakes. So the Apostle Paul in this passage gives us some guidance to help find what pleases the Lord.
2. I need to learn to live my life for what I am today and not what I use to be. 
Vs. 8- For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord, Live as children of light.

A. If I am not careful, it is easy for me to go back living like I use to live prior to knowing Christ.

B. I have been a Christian 27 years, but I haven’t forgotten how I use to live prior to knowing Christ. And to be honest, that lifestyle still has its pull on me. And it is so easy to return back to that lifestyle.

C. If I want to please God, I need to try to live like a Christian should live.

3. If I am going to please God, I need to learn to stay away from some things.

Vs 11- Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness.

A. The Christian life is doing some things but it is also not doing other things. And it must be both.

B. The problem today is that Christianity is too soft. We think in our minds, it is ok I went to church this Sunday so now I can sleep with someone I am not married to. I put money in the offertory plate so it is ok if I rip someone off in a job I am doing for them. I was really nice and friendly this week at church and so I can be mean spirited on my job.
C. If I am not doing and I am not staying away from some things then I am not pleasing God.

4. It pleases God when we know those times we are to leave our comfort to take a risk.
Vs 15 be very careful, then, how you live- not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity because the days are evil.

A. That is an interesting verse if you look closely at it. First, the Apostle Paul tells us to be very careful. To me, that means play it safe. Don’t make major changes. Don’t take any risk. 

B. But then in the same verse he tells us to make the most of every opportunity. Opportunities are risk. You are leaving the comfort of what is safe to take a risk.

C. So Paul is telling us that it pleases God when we know those times we leave our comfort to take a risk because we know God is leading us.

D. Didn’t Abraham know the right time to leave his family and homeland and venture to place that he knew nothing about.
E. Didn’t Noah leave the comfort of his life to build an ark despite the people ridiculing him?

5. If I am going to please God, I need to learn to control how to use my body problems.
Vs.18- Do not get drunk with wine which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.

A. A common thought now-a- days. It is my body and I can do what I want with it. 

B. That may be true but you can not please God when your body controls you rather than you controlling it.

C. 1 Corinthians 6: 19 or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? [20] For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

6. It will take me a life time to learn to treat people like God would want me to treat them.
Vs. 6:19-21 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs…
A. How many of us have gotten to the point in our life that people don’t bother us. More often than not people get under our skin.

B. If I am going to please God then I need to love people. Isn’t that what Jesus said? The first commandment is to love me and the second commandment is to love others.

Conclusion:

It has taken me 29 years to know what pleases Anne. It will take you a lifetime to know what please God. Will you begin today learning what pleases God?

