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Introduction:

There are a whole lot of things that I would love to tell you about the Resurrection this morning if I had the time.

If I had the time, I would tell love to tell you about how everything that I believe as a Christian depends on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave.
If I had the time, I would love to tell you about how certain that I am of my eternity in heaven because of the Resurrection of Jesus some 2000 years ago.

If I had the time, I would love to tell you how the Resurrection story had survived all the attempts of the Pharisees to kill the Good News with their lies.
If I had the time, I would love to tell you how Satan tries to obscure the real Resurrection story in our time with little Easter bunnies, Easter eggs, new clothes and baby chicks. All those things are nice but they are not the Resurrection story. Resurrection Sunday is about what God did when Jesus rose from the grave.
But what I do want to talk to you about this morning is what Job did not understand about His Redeemer as he looked forward to His Coming to rescue him that I hope that we can understand as we look back Our Redeemer and His Resurrection. 
Remember Job is in the Old Testament and so he has to look forward to see Jesus. You and I live in the New Testament so we have to look back to see Jesus.
Turn with me in your Bible to Job 19:13-27 and then John 15:13.

Job 19:13-27 (NIV) 
13 "He has alienated my brothers from me; my acquaintances are completely estranged from me. 
14 My kinsmen have gone away; my friends have forgotten me. 
15 My guests and my maidservants count me a stranger; they look upon me as an alien. 
16 I summon my servant, but he does not answer, though I beg him with my own mouth. 
17 My breath is offensive to my wife; I am loathsome to my own brothers. 
18 Even the little boys scorn me; when I appear, they ridicule me. 
19 All my intimate friends detest me; those I love have turned against me. 
20 I am nothing but skin and bones; I have escaped with only the skin of my teeth. 
21 "Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, for the hand of God has struck me. 
22 Why do you pursue me as God does? Will you never get enough of my flesh? 
23 "Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, 
24 that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever! 
25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 
26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 
27 I myself will see him with my own eyes--I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 

 John 15:13 (NIV) 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 

Job saw God as His Redeemer but not His friend; you and I absolutely need to see God as our Redeemer but also our friend. Job missed the friendship of God.
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ proves his friendship to me. By Jesus’ own words He says one of the greatest things that a friend can do for a friend is willingly lay down his life for a friend. Jesus did that for me. And by his Resurrection that friendship should be alive and well. It is alive and well on God’s part and I hope it is alive and well on your part.
So this morning I want to share with you what we miss if we miss the friendship of God that is possible as result of His Resurrection.

Body:

1. If we miss the Resurrection friendship of Jesus, we see ourselves walking through our problems all alone.

Job 19:19 (NIV) 
19 All my intimate friends detest me; those I love have turned against me. 

A. Job was a man that saw himself with not a friend in the world as we went through his time of troubles. Let me tell you something, feeling friendless is a horrible, horrible way to go through trouble.
B. A recent Gallup poll states that most Americans on the average have 9 close friends not including relatives. In fact it goes on to state that only 2% of all Americans indicate there have no close friends. But what I wished the survey would have told us “Is how many friends do you think you have when a series of troubles come your way- a series of troubles like Job had?” What I believe that we would discover is that friends scatter when troubles come against us. Job discovered that. 
C. But Jesus doesn’t scatter. He gave us the Holy Spirit to be with us every moment of every day. Jesus neither sleeps nor slumbers so that he can be with us anytime I need Him. The Father in Heaven proves that He is willing to give us whatever it takes to help us by giving us His Son.
D. I absolutely need to see what Job missed- that Jesus will be a friend to me when every body else scatters. I know that Jesus will be that kind of friend because His Resurrection proves that to me.
2. If we miss the Resurrection friendship of Jesus, we would be quick to blame Jesus for our troubles.
Job 19:21 (NIV) 
21 "Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, for the hand of God has struck me. 

A. Job is an interesting book because it allows us to see what is happening on two stages. We see in the first few chapters what is happening in heaven as well as what is happening on earth. Job does not know what is going on in heaven but we do. We know that it is the devil bringing about all this trouble on Job.

B. But look what Job says it is God that is doing this to me. It is God that is bringing all this trouble on me. And I believe that Job blames God because He didn’t see God as His friend but only as His Redeemer.

C. Think about it. Somebody tells us something negative about our friends. We push it away as something that possibly can not be true because we tell ourselves: “my friend could not possibly do that to me.”

D. You know what: many Christians blame God for the troubles in their life because they don’t understand the friendship of God that was created at the cross and kept alive at the Resurrection.

E. God does not bring me troubles. Satan brings me troubles. His demons bring me troubles. My fallen nature brings me trouble. The unbelievers of this world bring me trouble. This earth that groans for His Second Coming brings me troubles. But God does not bring me troubles; God brings me abundant living. 

F. Quit blaming God for your trouble. He is not your enemy, He is your Friend. I can tell you that because the Resurrection proves it.
3. If we miss the Resurrection friendship of Jesus, we won’t know how much God wants to talk with us.

Job 19:23-24 (NIV) 
23 "Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, 
24 that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever! 

A. Friends talk with friends. Jesus dies on the cross and rose again so that He can freely talk with me.

B. The young girls at school talk with their friends all day long. And when they get home they put their friends on three way and talk some more. Friends talk with friends.
C. I believe that many Christians talk about God but talking about God is not friendship with God. Job and his three friends spend a whole lot of chapters in the Book of Job talking about God, but that is not friendship with God. They didn’t allow God the chance to talk back to them.

C. I believe that many Christians pray to God, but praying to God is not evidence of friendship with God. I have seen many Christians pray some wonderful prayers to God but never allow time for God to talk back with them. We need to pray, but prayer in itself is not evidence of friendship with God. If God is not given the opportunity to talk with me in my prayer that’s not evidence of friendship because friends talk with friends.
D. Friendship with God occurs only when I talk with God and God talks with Me.   There has to be two way communication – I talk to God and God talks to me.
E. I would not embarrass any of you today but most of us talk about God or talk to God but never give God the opportunity to talk with us. The shame is that we miss one of the greatest benefits of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ- the ability to talk to each other.
4. If we miss the Resurrection friendship of Jesus, our hearts will not be satisfied and our Christian lives will not be complete.
Job 19:26-27 (NIV) 
26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 
27 I myself will see him with my own eyes--I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 

A. Job is saying that even though He knows that His Redeemer lives, His life is not complete until He has a personal friendship with God- until he sees God face to face. In other words, Job believes that friendship with God began after death. Until that time his heart yearning for that friendship which he believed that he could not enjoy now.

B. But the dead and Resurrection of Jesus proves to me that I can have the friendship of God right this very moment. We don’t have to wait till we get to heaven to get God’s friendship. We don’t have to have an unsatisfied heart. We can have God’s friendship right now. 

C. Today, if you feel like your Christian life isn’t what it should be; that it feels like your Christian life isn’t operating on all cylinders; I want you to consider the possibility that you have not made God your friend. God desires your friendship; He died to prove it; He rose to make it possible; but we have to choose to welcome His friendship into our life. He never pushes His friendship upon us.
Conclusion:
Have you really ever considered what a friend that we have in Jesus? Today, we will open our altar because Jesus really wants to talk with you. He wants so desperately to be more than your Redeemer; He wants to be your friend. Will you come to your friend? Will you come? 

Let us Pray! 
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