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Introduction:

People have some odd thinking God; about Christians; and especially about church and what church is all about.
For example, let me tell you about some laws still on the book in various states that affect churches:
1. In Wheeler, MS it is illegal for a young girl to walk a tight rope unless it is in church.

2. In Blackwater, KY tickling a woman under her chin with a feather duster while she is in a church service carries a penalty of $10.00 and a day in jail.

3. In Honey Creek, IA no one is allowed to carry a slingshot to church except for a police officer.

4. In Leecreek, AR no citizen is allowed to attend church in any red color garments.

5. In Slaughter, LA turtle races are not permitted within 100 yards of a local church at any time.

I would call these 5 laws odd. And for the record I have better not catch any of our young ladies tight roping unless it is in church. And, effective immediately, I am requesting our deacons to break up any turtle races that they catch going on in front of our church. And we laugh at such strange laws.
But in our passage of Scripture today the odd response of the people who witnessed Jesus healing a crippled woman is nothing to laugh at. Instead of rejoicing with the woman, they were upset that Jesus healed her on a Sabbath.
It tells me that we have some odd thinking about what church should be all about. So, maybe today, as we explore this passage we can clear up some of that odd thinking.
Body:

1. It is odd to think that my church attendance is optional and not mandatory.

Luke 13:10 (NIV) 
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 

a. Jesus is in the synagogue on the Sabbath Day, His day of worship. He is our role model; we are to model our lives after His; and if He was in church; you and I ought to be in church.
b. But what really happens nowadays is that we come to church if there is nothing else happening in our life at that particular moment.
c. If we have company, or a family reunion, or a busy Saturday and so we are tired, we justify to ourselves that we can’t possibly make it to church this Sunday.
d. The bottom line is God’s people need to be in God’s House on Sunday. When you have to stand before God in judgment and He asks you why you didn’t come to church, you are going to be without an excuse.
Hebrews 10:25 (NIV) 
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

2. It is odd to think that the church is for the well and not for the sick.
Luke 13:11 (NIV) 
11 and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 

a. You look at some churches nowadays and you would think that church is for the rich and famous in that community. You see all those fancy cars lined up in the parking lot and if you happen to pass by when church is letting out, you will see all those ladies in their fancy dresses and all those men in their tailored suits. It looks real good but that is not church.
b. Church is for the sick. It is for the person who won’t make it next week unless he or she gets a touch from God. It is for the couple that marriage is struggling and need God’s help; it is for the parents who are pleading with God to have their child turn back to the faith. It is for the person with cancer that needs a healing hand from Great Physician if they are to live. It is for the family that is financially struggling and begging God to help them through this tough time. It is for the man or woman who is spiritually dry today and needs a touch from God.
c. In our passage a woman who is bent over, crippled, can’t get around very well is in the synagogue. A woman who Luke describes as having this condition for 18 years. Why would such a woman be in church? Simply, because she is sick and needs a touch from God.
d. Today, in your life, you may have to admit that I am sick and I desperately need a touch from God.

3. It is odd to think that God is passive and not actively involved in our lives.
Luke 13:12 (NIV) 
12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." 

a. There are some people who think that God just sits up there in heaven and watches his creation. He doesn’t get involved on a day by day basis. 
b. But I rather believe that God is actively involved in each one of our lives. 
c. It was Jesus who saw the woman and it was Jesus who called out to her. He didn’t wait for her to come to Him. He called out to her. But she did respond. She came forward and He put His hand upon her.
d. In a few moments we are going to have an invitation and if God calls you out you need to come to the altar. And just maybe God will touch you and bring healing to your situation.
4. It is odd to think that we keep bringing God our petitions and forget to praise Him for what He has already done. 
Luke 13:13 (NIV) 
13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. 

a. The woman was healed and the first thing that she did was praise God.
b. God has done great things in your life this week, have you praised Him for them? Or did you just submit to God another list of things that you desire that He do for you?
c. What we are bad at here at Bala Chitto is not giving God enough praise for what He has done for us.

d. He has done great things for us and He is worthy of that praise.

5. It is odd that church is a place of judgmental spirits and not a place a total acceptance.
Luke 13:14 (NIV) 
14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath." 

a. It is hard to believe but in church people actually got mad at Jesus because He healed the woman with this infirmity of 18 years on a Sabbath. Instead of rejoicing with the woman; they became angry at Jesus.

b. It is a shame but some of the most judgmental people are in churches.
c. If a church is to be great is has to be accepting. A person should feel completely comfortable sharing their problem and asking the church to pray for him or her knowing that no one is going to judge them because of their problem.

d. A church has to also be accepting in letting in its door anyone who desires to worship God and it is the church’s responsibility to make them feel comfortable and welcomed. 
e. Judgmental attitudes have no place in God’s church.

6. It is odd to say you love God but not your neighbor as yourself.

Luke 13:15-16 (NIV) 
15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 
16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” 

a. I simply can not believe that you love God if you don’t love your neighbor as yourself.
b. These were church going people who Jesus was talking to. People who each one would probably tell you that they loved God. But their problem was that they didn’t love their neighbor as themselves. They wouldn’t allow Jesus to heal a woman on Sunday to save her life but they would untie a donkey or ox and take it from its stall and lead it to water to save its life.
c. Today, if you don’t love your neighbor as yourself then the problem is you don’t love God like you should.
Conclusion:

There maybe somebody today in the congregation that needs a touch from Almighty God. Remember, church is for the sick and not for the well. If you are here, there is probably something hurting you? Will you have the courage to come to the altar and pray? If you see someone come to the altar, as a sign of acceptance , a sign of love, will you come up and pray with him or her? There should not be anything odd how we love God and we love one another.
Let us pray.
