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Introduction:

Most of us would defend our stubbornness as something we are very proud of. And there are some things we indeed should be stubborn about and proud of our stubbornness. Men for example should be stubborn about being the bread winner of the family and not taking hand outs. You, mamas, need to be stubborn about protecting your children from the wrong influences. 

But there are some times when our stubbornness creates a whole new set of problems for us. One of those wrong times to be stubborn is when we show our stubbornness is directed against God.

Today in our passage of Scripture, Asa, King of Judah, starts off his reign as doing what is good and right in the eyes of the Lord. That lasted for about 35 years of his reign. And God blessed his obedience.
But in the 36th year something happened, instead of going to God for help against an enemy, Asa devised his own plan when the threat of war arose. This sets up a confrontation between Asa and God for the remaining five years of his life.

Asa was too stubborn to back down. And he teaches you and me the warnings signs that in our stubbornness we might be in confrontation with God. 
BODY
1. When I have a problem and I refuse to go to God with it and chose rather to fix it on my own, it reveals stubbornness toward God.
Vs 1-3 in the thirty six year of Asa’s reign Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and fortified Ramah to prevent anyone from leaving or entering the territory of Asa king of Judah.

A. God desires to help you and me through the difficulties of life, and when we refuse to call upon Him for help it reveals our stubbornness.

B. I can be doing something around the house and for some reason I can’t get it to work or something so Anne will say, “Let me try.” But in my stubbornness, I usually reply back. “No, that is OK, I will get it.” I believe that we do that same thing to God.
C. In 2 Chronicles 15:17-19, Asa’s heart was fully committed to God and God blessed him with a long period without war. But I guess over time, instead of giving God credit for the time without war, Asa begins to take credit for it himself. And then when the threat of war breaks out instead of going to God Asa relies upon his own skills.

D. “Look God I am good, I can handle it without You.

2. A second sign of my stubbornness is my willingness to settle for less than the best just to say I have done it.

Vs 4-8 Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the commanders of his forces against the towns of Israel…the army of the king of Aram has escaped through your hands.

A. The prophet of God tells Asa don’t be so prideful about what you accomplished. You left the most important thing on the table because you did not seek God. You made a treaty with the King of Aram rather than destroy him. If you could have gone to God, you could have gotten that too.

B. How often do we settle for less than the best to say we did it rather than wait for God to give us the very best? I think more often then we would like to admit.

3. A third sign of stubbornness is that I get angry rather than repentant when I am confronted with the truth.

Vs.9-10 For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth…Asa was angry with the seer because of this: he was so enraged that he put him in prison.

A. We have two choices when we are confronted with the truth of God’s Word. We can embrace it, repent of our present condition and ask God’s help in the future. Or we can attack the truth, or attack the messenger of the truth but never admit that I am the problem.

B. King Asa chose to attack the messenger. He threw him I prison. How often do you leave church saying that preacher is crazy; he doesn’t know what he is doing? You are attacking the messenger rather than embracing the truth.

4. A fourth sign of stubbornness toward God is that you don’t want to have anything to do with God’s people.

2 Chronicles 15:9 Then he assembled all Judah and Benjamin and all the people from Ephraim…

Vs 10- At the same time Asa brutally oppressed some of the people.

A. When Asa was right with God; he enjoyed the fellowship with the people of God. When he was wrong with God; he not only did not enjoy the fellowship with God’s people, but he oppressed the people of God.

B. We all know people who don’t fellowship with God’s people like they should. It may just reveal their stubbornness directed at God.

5. The ultimate act of stubbornness is to refuse to call upon God when there are no other options available.
Vs 12- In the thirty ninth year of his reign Asa was afflicted with a disease of the feet. Though his disease was severe, even in his illness he did not seek help from the Lord.
A. I can not image a doctor telling me that I am sorry that there is nothing more I can do for you, Bro Dave and I not calling upon the name of the Lord for a miracle.

B. Asa was severely afflicted with a disease of the feet. And although the doctors tried everything, nothing worked. And yet Asa refused to call upon God.

C. There are people who will be spend eternity in hell because in their stubbornness they refuse to accept Christ as Savoir. They reason there must be another way.

Conclusion

We all have a stubborn streak within us.  It is most dangerous when that stubborn streak is directed toward God. Asa was doing great until he developed a stubborn streak toward God. Do you have one today?
