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1. Introduction
1.1. Each one of us has experienced our share of mistakes, failures and missed opportunities. We all have had things that we would have done differently if given the chance to do it all over again.

1.2. “I wish that there was some wonderful place Called the Land of Beginning Again                   Where all our mistakes and all our heartaches                                                              And all of our poor selfish grief,                               Could be dropped like a shabby old coat at the door                                                                 And never put on again.”                    
1.3. I believe this poem by Louise Fletcher Tarkington captures how we all feel. We look forward to the New Year; we feel it is a time to start over; it is a time to clean off our slates and think even if it is for just a moment that this year might be different.                                                                             

1.4. Well, I am here to tell you this New Year’s morning that this year can be different because the Lord we serve is the Lord of New Beginnings. 

1.5. I am reminded about the flood in the days of Noah when the earth was destroyed but God saved Noah and his family and all in the ark. God set a rainbow in the heavens to declare to us a new beginning. 
1.6. I am reminded of the Israelites and how God lead them out of bondage. And as they were crossing into the Promised Land, Joshua said to the people, “you have never been this way before.” And God was telling the people through Joshua, I have given you a new beginning. 

1.7. I am reminded of Simon Peter. He was outspoken. He would talk when he should be listening. He was overconfident and promised more than he could deliver. But this is what really gets to us, he denied the Lord not once but three times. Yet, God full of grace and mercy gave Simon Peter a new beginning and he becomes one of the most influential leaders of the early church.
1.8. But the story that really captures for me the reality that God is a God of New Beginnings is the story of the woman caught in adultery. Turn with me in your Bibles to John 8:1-11 and we will see how God is a God of New Beginnings.
2. The Body
2.1. My New Beginning depends upon God and not some person.
John 8:3 (NIV) 
3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 

2.1.1. This morning I am glad that my future and my relationship with God does not depend upon other people or I would be in big trouble.
2.1.2. It was the religious leaders that brought her to Jesus. The people you and I would have thought might have some compassion on her were the actual ones condemning her.

2.1.3. Today, you may be here thinking that my New Beginning depends upon someone else. I will be a better wife this year if my husband chooses to be a better husband or vice versa. Our marriage will have a New Beginning if people would just stay out of our business.  If you are single you might be saying I will have a New Beginning if I can find that perfect mate this year.

2.1.4. Your New Beginning does not depend upon anybody but God. And if you are depending upon someone other than God, you will never get that New Beginning.

2.1.5. God and God alone can give you a New Beginning.  The woman caught in adultery would actually find that out.
2.2. My New Beginning depends upon God and not what I think about myself.
John 8:4-6 (NIV) 
4 and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 
5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 
6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 

2.2.1. These religious leaders think to themselves that they now have Jesus. They thought that He would surely abide by the Old Testament Law and if he did that He would be going against the Roman Law. So they knew in their heads that Jesus would either be breaking the Jewish law or Roman law and now they have Him. But they were mistaken how Jesus was going to respond to them.

2.2.2. We do the same thing in our own lives. We talk ourselves out of New Beginnings because we tell ourselves Jesus wouldn’t do that for us. You don’t realize all those things that I have done in my past. God surely won’t forgive those things. How can God possible forgive me?
2.2.3. Why don’t you let God make the decision how He wants to deal with you rather than you attempt to make that decision for Him.

2.2.4. In our passage of Scripture the religious leaders were wrong how Jesus was going to deal with the woman caught in adultery. And you and I might be wrong in our own lives about how God going to deal with us. He may want to give you a New Beginning today but you can not accept it because you can not possibly think God would give you a New Beginning. Please, let God choose.
2.3. I need to be honest with myself because I am the one who needs a New Beginning.
John 8:7 (NIV) 
7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 

2.3.1. Jesus makes the statement, “he who is without sin throw the first stone.” Jesus knew that no person in that crowd was without sin. The woman caught in adultery was in sin but so were the religious leaders who brought her to Jesus and so was the crowd that gathered around to watch the event.
2.3.2. Every person there needed a New Beginning not just the one caught in adultery. If that is true then it is not far fetched to say every one here in this church today needs a New Beginning. We need a New Beginning on our jobs. We need a New Beginning in our homes. We need a New Beginning in our friendships. We desperately need a New Beginning in our Fellowship with God.
2.4. Although all of us need a New Beginning but only a few will accept God’s New Beginning.
John 8:9-10 (NIV) 
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 
10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" 

2.4.1. Everybody there was a sinner. Everybody there needed a New Beginning. But only one stayed, the woman in adultery, to receive her New Beginning.

2.4.2. Jesus didn’t tell the others to leave; He just told them to throw the first stone if you are without sin. I believe that Jesus desired that they all stay to receive their New Beginning. Instead they all left refusing to receive their own New Beginning. They went away still enslaved by their sin.
2.4.3. Jesus words should echo in our ears. “Woman, where are they?” I wonder when I give the invitation at the end of our service if Jesus will have to lean over to His Heavenly Father and ask “where are they?”

2.4.4. We all need a New Beginning but so very few will accept God’s offer of a New Beginning.

2.5. I will know if I have accepted God’s New Beginning because my life will be changed.
John 8:11 (NIV) 
11 "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."  

2.5.1. Jesus tells the woman caught in adultery you will know if you have accepted my invitation for a New Beginning if your life is changed from this point forward.

2.5.2. Jesus says, “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

2.5.3. You and I will know if we have accepted God’s New Beginning if our life is no longer the same. If it is the same old, same old after we leave the doors of the church we haven’t accepted God’s New Beginning.  
2.5.4. The woman caught in adultery, her life was never to be the same, because she had accepted Jesus’ invitation.

3. Conclusion
3.1. Today the altar call is very simple. Jesus gave a very simple altar call that morning and only one stayed for a New Beginning. The others the Bible says began to go away one at a time. This morning I am going to invite you to the altar for a New Beginning, will you come?  

3.2. Let us pray.

